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may, possibly, complete another pier. At an 

rate there is NO objection to the passage of such 
a bill as this on the ground that it is against the 
Constitution. It is a compliance with your own 


contract, and it is to improve your own property || 


in that part of the river Delaware. To show the | 
plan of improvement now proposed by the en- | 
gineer, | will read an ** extract from a commnu- | 
nication from Major Sanders, corps of engineers, | 
to General Totten, chief of engineers, dated April 
19, 1856.”" 

« New Castle harbor gave shelter to many vessels during 
the past winter, and was constantly resorted to during all 
the ume the navigation was interrupted by the ice. This | 
nort furnishes an important and necessary shelter to the 
navigating interest of another, and one of our most com- 
mercial States. It is also the lowest point on the Delaware, 
connected by rails with Wilmington and Philadelphia. 
This harbor is as yet inadequately protected, and should, 
according to the plans submitted in 1852, be extended fur- 
ther out into the river. The lower line requires two addi- 
tional piers, and the upper line one additional pier to com- 
plete them. These three piers will cover an ample harbor 
space for the present commerce of the Delaware. The old, 





* unfinished, and dilapidated pier which is in the interior or 


the harbor, | originally proposed to have removed ; but as 
that will be a difficult work, and one of very uncertain cost 
to accomplish, | have since thought it would be better to 
puild it up and make a landing of it, as one is much needed 


up of the ice against the lines of piers forming the harbor 
make them inaccessible to a vessel. [ estimate the build- 
ing of the three additional piers required, and the finish- 
ing of the old pier, and the connecting of it with the shore 
bya bridge, will all cost, including contingencies, about 
g00,000.” 

If any further information is desired, Il am pre- 
vared to give it, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HARBOR OF ERIE. 


The Senate next proceeded to consider, as in | 
Committee of the Whole, the bill (S. No. 116) | 
making an appropriation for continuing the im- | 
rovement of the harbor of Erie, in the State of 
Peuseyivniail: The amount appropriated is 
$25,000. e 
Mr. SEWARD.” This 

estimates of the topographt 
year 1853-’54, which will be found in the report 
of that bureau for that year: 


“ This fine harbor is very much exposed from the want 
of protection at the westend. The sea has made « breach 


is based on the 
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susceptible of more perfect improvement; and a 
small amount of money will make it a very safe 

| harbor. ; 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. That is sufficient, 

sir. . 

Mr. BIGLER. I intend to vote for it because 
it comes within the principle which [ have laid 
down for myself. Ihave not troubled the Senate 
with explaining my views on this subject, and 

| they will not perhaps be entirely satisfactory to 
the contending parties here, but I shall not do so 
at this time. have, however, a very distinct 
Opinion on this subject. 1 am not voting at 
random at all. I shail vote for this appropria- 
tion. 


! 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 


Whole, to consider the bill (S. No. 51) to provide 
| for continuing the improvement of the Mississippi 


river, which, as introduced by Mr. Geyer, pro- 
posed to appropriate $200,000, to be expended, 


; y : | under the direction of the Secret: Tar, for 
in the middle of the harbor, when the jamming and piling || f the Secre any of War, for 


the improvement of the Mississippi river below | 


the Des Moines rapids. 
‘The Committee on Commerce reported the bill 
with an amendment to strike out ** $200,000’’ and 


| insert ‘* $100,000.” 


| last session. 


bureau for the || 


Mr. GEYER. 
duced, is the bill passed by the Senate at the 
The committee propose to amend 

it by striking out ** $200,000,”’ and inserting 
**$100,000’’ as the appropriation. The reason 
why the sum of $200,000 was inserted was, that 
the Government had sold the snag-boats and other 
/machinery for the improvement of the river, and 
it was necessary to increase the appropriation in 
order to cover that expense. I think it better, 


That bill, as originally intro- | 


|| however, that the appropriation should be specific | 


| for the improvement of the river, and then have | 


| another appropriation for the purchase or con- 
| struction of snag-boats. I shal! therefore vote for 


| then move to add, as an additional section, the 


| substance of the provision which I hold in my 
| hand, which is to appropriate $126,000 for the 
| construction and equipment of snag-boats, ma- 


in the low strip of land which connected the beach, and || chine-boats, and quarter-boats, for the service of 


from the west is gradually filling the harbor, and the island 


itself is rapidly wearing away by the constant abrasion of-|| The amendment of the committee was agreed | 


the sea.’ * * © The ecrib-work filled with stone, which 
was last constructed, has been entirely demolished.”? * * 
‘Some more effectual method must be resorted to. By in- 
structions from the bureau, the north channel pier at the east 
end of the harbor has been repaired to the water’s edge.” 
* * “T submit an estimate for the extension géthe piers, 
for repairing the present north channel 
approximate estimate for the protection 


etme the west end of 
the harbor.’ 


report of Major Turnbull, who was the engineer 


ler, afd also an otherwise appropriated, the sum of $126,000 for the con- | 


| the Mississippi, Missouri, and Arkansas rivers. 


to. 
Mr. GEYER. I propose the following as an 
additional section: 


the amendment proposed by the committee, and | 


And be it further enacted, That there shall be, and is | 


hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not 


| struction and equipment of snag-boats, machine-boats, and | 


: | quarter-boats, for the service of tae Mississippi, Missouri, | 
The same subject is reported at page 203 in the || and Arkansas rivers. 


The estimate will be found in the report of the 


| 
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New Senries.. 


up to this period, sometimes on the opinion of 
the Committee on Commerce and sometimes upen 
the estimates made by the topographical bureaa. 
Do i understand the Senator from Missouri to 
have moved his amendmentas the opinion of the 
Committee on Commerce, or as the representa- 
tive of the interest atlected here ? 

Mr. GEYER. [ moved the amendment upon 
the estimate of the superintendent of the work. 
The honorable Senator, perhaps, is not awarethat 
allthe machinery on the Mississippi was sold 
about two years ago, under the orders of the 
Secretary of War. It became necessary, therefore, 
if the improvement was to be carried on atall, to 
have an additional appropriation for the purchase 
of machinery. At the last session we had not 
the estimate. “We then passed a bill making an 
appropriation in the aggregate of §200,000 for 
the Mississippi. At the commencement of this 
session I introduced the same bill again. The 
Committee on Commerce reduced the appropri- 
ation trom $200,000 to $100,000 for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Mississippi river, 
and reported no provision for the purchase of 
machinery to make the improvement in all these 
rivers—the Missouri, Arkansas, and Mississippi; 
and the amendment which I have proposed is 
designed to cover the estimate made by the super- 
intendent of the work, Colonel Long, for this 
machinery. That is the object. 

Mr. BIGGS. I merely want to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate to what I see by these eati- 
mates themselves. It is true, as the Senator 
from Missouri states, that there is an estimate 
for the ensuing fiscal year of $126,000. Itis also 
true that following that is an estimate of $90,000 
for the improvement is the Mississippi below the 
rapids. The Committee on Commerce moved to 
strike out of the original bill $200,000 as intro- 
duced by the Senator from Missouri, and insert 
$100,000. The estimate, besides the snag-boata, is 
$90,000. I find some of the estimates are relied 
upon and conformed to, while many of them are 
disregarded and repudiated entirely. There is 


| only a difference, to be sure, in this case, between 


the estimate, and the sum reported by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, of $10,000; but the Com- 
mittee on Commerce do not recommend, accord- 
ing to the other estimate made by the Depart- 
ment, $126,000 for these boats. There is con- 
nected with this work—for this appears to be the 


| improvement of the Mississippi below the rap- 


ids—another estimate on the same page of the 
report, and that is the ‘improvement of the Des 
Moines rapids, $60,000.’’ We passed a bill the 


| other day, on the recommendation of the Com- 


|| the Des Moines rapids. 


\| Moines rapids. 


mittee on Commerce, appropriating $200,000 for 
The estimate is $60,000 
for the Des Moines rapids, and we passed a bill 
the other day appropriating $200,000 for the Des 
The estimates for the improve- 


|| ment of the Mississippi river below the rapidsis 


in charge, made to Colonel Abert, in which he || Secretary of War accompanying the President’s || $90,000, and the committee report $100,000; and 


says, ‘* This fine harbor is very much exposed for | 


want of protection at the westend.’’ He gives 
a ae of the work, and the estimate is 
_Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I should like to 
know from the local representatives what is the 
value of this harbor at Erie, and whether it is 
really of any importance? 


Mr. BIGLER. 1 will very freely give the Sen- || 


re any information that I possess on that sub- 
ject. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I only remember 
that I was driven past there in bad weather, and 
under circumstances when we could not enter it 
at all. Perhaps it may be considered that this 
harbor is susceptible of further and greater im- 
provements. 

Mr. BIGLER. I have never heard it sug- 
gested that the harbor at Erie was of no import- 
ance, or of little importance. 
one of the best harbors on the lake, one of the 
safest, one inffportant to the purposes of commerce 
and trade, and may be so in a military point of 
view. I think there is no harbor on Lies Erie 


120 


} 


| session, part 2, page 295: 


Estimate for the ensuing fiseal year.— Construction and Hy . 

| equipment of three large twin-snag-boats of iniproved cun- || it seems to me we 
struction, for service jn the Mississippi generally, and in the |) 

j 


Missouri and Arkansas occasionally, at a probable cost of 
30,000 for each boat, &e........++ Pt PEARS 
onstruction and equipment of two light-draft snag - 
boats, with single hutls, for service in the Missouri 
and Arkansas rivers, at a probable cost of $15,000 

for each boat, K&c.......+60+- 
Construction and equipment of two machine-boats 





CeO eee tween ener 


| for service in Arkansas and Missouri rivers, at a 
probable cost of $2,500 for each boat, &e......-- 
Construction of two quarter-boats for accommoda- 
tion of crews of machine-boats, at $500 each.. 1, 
Total for constructions and equipments...... $126,000 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended ; 
and the amendments made as in Committee of 


I think it is really || the Whole were concurred in. 


Mr. BIGGS. I should like to hear the bill 
read as amended. 


The Secretary read. 
Mr. BIGGS. I believe we have 


| message at the commencement of the present || then, with the assent of the Committee on Com- 


|; merce, there is an addition tacked to it of $126,000. 


| 
| 
| 


30,000 || 


been acting \ 


I again repeat what I said the other day, that 
have no uniform rule to act 
upon. While I am up, [ will say that there might 
have been, and probably was, included in a bill 
passed some time ago, some objects of improve- 

ment that I would be willing to vote for; but 
| there is no discrimination, no uniformity, in the 
| recommendations of the committee on whieh I 
jean rely. Some bills are framed upon one. pran- 





5,000 } ciple, and some upon another; but the most lati- 


| tudinous construction has been ge the 
| appropriations, and therefore I feel justified in 
\ eaing against all gthose that I know nothing 


|| about. 


| Mr. TOOMBS. I desire to know if the last 
| addition was made by the recommendation of 
, the committee? 

Mr. GEYER. No, sir. 

Mr. SEWARD. Iis an amendment proposed 
| by the Senator from Missouri. 


|| “Mr. TOOMBS. ‘That makes no difference with 
me; but I desire to know the fact, and I wish to | 
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suggest that Senators may rip open the goose 
that is laying the golden 
agerness. I t 
million one hundred thousand dollars; but on the 

best estimate | can make now, it is about three 

and a half millions of dollars; and my opinion 1s, 

that before it gets through the two Houses, the 

amount will reach $5,000,000. I do not know 

any part of the United States—I have spoken my 

opinion very freely as to the lake country—better 
able to pay for the ae Sp of their com- 

modities than my friends in the valley of the 

Mississippi. They have gotamagnificentcountry ; 

they have got the finest natural river in the world. 

It is true they have snags in them, and must 
necessarily have difficulties of that sort; but their 
commerce, as they themselves state, is enor- 
mously great, and increasing. That they should, 
on the principle announced by the Senator from 

Louisiana, {[Mr. Bensamin,] seek to make the 

transportation of their commodities cheaper, at | 
the expense of the people of the United States, is 

a principle that 1 wish to protest against again 

and again; and the more so, as alarge portion of 

my section of the Union are waren ee to be ben- 

efited by it. It is violative of the fundamental prin- 

ciples of justice and the confederation. 'Fhey have 

no right to demand it, and nobedy has the right 

to grant it. I could not give it to them under any 

circumstances whatever. They are able to pay, 

and ought topay. Itis but just that they should 

7. It is unjust that they should make others 

aid them in that payment. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, addressed the Senate 
in regard to the bill pending, and the general sub- 
ject. His remarks will be published in the Ap- 
pendix. ! 

Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, the Senator 
from ‘Tennessee has entered into an elaborate 
defense of this system, which has been, in my 
judgment, very properly from the beginning of 
this Government designated, in its essence, as | 
have described it. It has not only been so des- 
ignated by myself, but by the great body of the 
opponents of the system, including the patriots 
of the Revolution, and even some of the author- 
ities which the Senator himself has quoted, as a 
system relying for success upon combination, 
and as essentially unjust and improper in itself, 
and corrupting in its tendencies. 
judgment, and as such it became my duty to 
Say so. 

Ihe Senator from Tennessée attempts to ward | 
off the consequences of an admission of this fact, 
by analogizing it to other expenditures. 
been admitied by the Senator from Louisiana, to 
the full extent I charge, that the object of the 
appropriation for the Missouri river was to en- 
able the people who used that river to cheapen 
the transportation of their commodities by throw- 


paying it out of their own pockets. That is ex- 
actly the statement, in inoffensive language, of my 
idea of the whole system. It is an attempt by | 
these people to throw upon others the cost of 
cheapening the transportation of their commodi- 
ties. I say, therefore, it is prompted by private 
interests. It is unjust; it is unequal; it is viola- | 
tive of every principle of public justice. It seeks | 
and obtains an unjust advantage over others. 

But, says the Senator from Tennessee, similar | 


imputations may be made against other appropri- || 


tions—attempts to analogize this to the public 
defense. He charges me with having suabied a 
theory on that subject in order to answer this 
argument. I plead guilty to this accusation. I | 
deera it my duty to study these questions. I am 
sent here to examine them to the best of my 
ability—to give all the time, all the research, and 
all the intellect with which God has blessed me, 
to the investigation of them, and arriving at truth. 
I stated in my former speeches that there was no 
analogy between these appropriations and the 
expenditures for your Army and Navy, for two 
great grounds: The first was, that the Constitu- 
tion expressly gave the power, and made it your | 
duty, to raise and support armies, and to provide 
and maintain a navy; and upon this great prin- 
ciple, that the national defense was indivisible; 
that it was a fundamental principle in the social 
system; that the whole society, without reference || 
to cost, should defend every member in it; that || 
here the expenditure for the public defense stood, || 


— — 


principles of justice and right, for Government to || 


justice. 


| constitutional authority; but in derogation there- 


| power in the Constitution to build a fortification ? 


they do not promote local interests at the general | 


| ations? Do they benefit any man’s industry? 
| Do they put money in his pocket? 
That is my || 
| the purpose of defending your capital, the city | 
| of Baltimore, the city of Norfolk, or to prevent || 


It has || would you do with it in the interior? The Sena- || 
| tor from Tennessee seems to complain that we | 


do not place the fortifications in the interior. | 


| world fortifications have been generally put on | 
t the frontiers. Reasonable people always prefer 
ing the cost on the public Treasury instead of |) 


| the door-sill, rather than at the hearth-stone. The 


| you have prospect of difficulty with the Indians | 
/in the interior, you put forts there. 
| local defenses against local dangers; but the great 


| common sense if we acted thus absurdly. 
t| es man who proceeded on that principle would || 
y 


| fortifications at assailable 
| of holding the enemy in cl 
| of the country can come to its defense—until the | 
| stout hearts and strong arms of the people can || 


\| 
i] 
| 


| 
' 


and that it was an equally sound principle of || 


BE. 


i| government that you should not take money out || 
eggs, by two much || 
hink they started with about two || wast 


of the public Treasury for private purposes. That 1} 
he basis of my distinction and illustration. i 
I said I believed it had been held in all ages and |; 
in all countries to be violative of the fundamental |} 


! 
take money Out of one man’s pocket and put it || 
into another’s. Your Constitution expressly 
says, that private property shall not be taken for | 
public use without just compensation. On what | 
principle, then, can you devote public property to || 
private uses? It violates the same principle of |, 

The public defense is indivisible. You may || 
expend thousands of lives and millions of money, | 
but itis your duty to defend the humblest man 
in the social system. That is the foundation of 
the compact. The whole theory of the Senator 
from Tennessee on the subject of fortifications 
is untenable. Congress has an express power | 
to use all the powers of the Government for the 
common defense, and Congress is presumed to | 
put their fortifications precisely where they are 
most effective for the national defense. This is 
done for a purely public and national object, in 
obedience to an express provision of the Consti- 
tution, and in conformity to the fundamental law || 
of this and every other society; in short, for the || 
‘public defense.’’ The other _ is without 


} 
} 
| 


of is the application of the common fund for local | 
and personal objects, and intended to promote local 
interests at the general charge, and 1s opposed to | 
the fundamental basis of every just social system. 

Mr. PUGH. Will the Senator show me the 


Mr. TOOMBS. Oh, Mr. President, I have 
other questions to argue; I cannot now stop to 
discuss a collateral issue, which does not advance | 
the main argument. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 





But do Congress 


put the fortifications where they are most neces- || 
| sary ? 


Mr. TOOMBS. 


I say they are presumed to 
do that. 


I am not going into the issue, whether 
charge. Do localities benefit by these appropri- 
j If you puta 
fortification at the mouth of the Chesapeake for | 


an enemy landing, and going into the interior, 
it is put where it ought to be placed. What | 





Why, sir, in all countries and in all ages of the | 


defending their nationality like their domiciles at | 


put fortifications where danger is to be met. 


f | 
You have 


defenses of the country must be on the Atlantic | 
coast, because it is from that quarter any enemy, | 
dangerous to the existence of the nation, must | 
come. Ought you to expend the same amountof | 
money for Cincinnati as at New York? Every- | 
body would say that we would display a want of | 
The 
e fit only forthe lunatic asykim. You put your | 
yoints for the purpose | 
eck until the interior | 


I] oe who used: that river to transport 
: ; 


_ August 4 


objections which I make against this 5 
say of this system, its direct object and its effec: 
is to take one man’s money to ehaeen the trans. 
portation of another man’s commodities, The 
was distinctly admitted by the Senator from in. 


stem, | 


isiaua the oth®rday. He admitted that the 
pose of the Missouri river bill was to ey 


ur. 
able 
their 


emp and tobacco down the Missouri cheaper 


and to do it by taking money out of the public 
Treasury instead of out of their own pockets, | 
say thatis unjust; and [ repeat it before the Sena), 
before Heaven, and all the people. It can }; 
justified on no a of government. 

The Senator from Tennessee passed very rap. 


| idly over the illustration I offered in the postal 
system. We havea right to establish post ofc, 


and post roads.. Congress did establish thom 
How? The benefit that every man received from 
that expenditure being approximately ascertain. 
able, Congress divided it according to the beng. 
fits received, in fixing the ratés of postage, and 


| said that if a letter was carried twenty-five miles 


he should pay so much; and if a hundred Miles, 


| more; and a thousand miles, still more; the Price 


bearing in proportion to the cost of transports. 
tion. It was not precisely os but it was the 
nearest approximation that the wisdom of nq 
could wiax: and Congress labored for that p., 
sult. There isnosuchlaborhere. But the Sem. 
tor tells us that we have no rivers in my Stat, 
Shall we improve the transportation of other peo. 
ple, while we are compelled to make our railroads 
out of our own money, and pay into your Trea. 
| ury $1,500 a mile for the privilege of importing 
| the iron to lay down upon them? Attorting to 
the argument of the Senator from Tennessee, 
God has given to his people rivers, real rivers, 
and no shams like those in Georgia; and ther. 
fore those who have the best natural advantages, 
must be endowed by the bounty of the Gover. 
ment! I believe that, without the action of this 
Government, taking away the Mississippi river, 
our rivers in Georgia are naturally better they 
any in Tennessee. Without the Government 
having spent anything on the Savannah river, it 
is navigable for two hundred and fifty miles, {% 
the Chattahoochie, on the western borders of 
Georgia, is navigable four hundred miles; and 
| the Ocmulgee, running up through the center of 
| the State, one of the best streams of water in the 
whole country, ignavigabl@ for a great distance. 
You compel us Prake our Own Improvements, 
| and build our own roads; and if, because we have 
no rivers, you tax us to improve your rivers, of 
course you can make them navigable, by «a 
abundance of public money, with a small ques- 
tity of water. 
The Senator has alluded to the naval appropr: 
| ations, They come within the same principle to 
| which I have already adverted. You cannot 


|| divide the benefit which each man receives from 


the common defense, either by the Army or the 
| Navy, Then, the nearest approximation you 
can nfike to it, every human being, and every 
| particle of property in the country being interested 
| in the universal defense, is to observe equality i 
levying taxes. The exvenditure does not put 
| money in anybody’s pocket. There may be 4 
few particular persons in a neighborhood who ar 
benefited, but even that is not always the cast. 
Take the case of fortress Monroe, or the fortii- 


'| cation of the Rip-Raps. The contractors of these 


works may be from Philadelphia or Boston, ot 
somewhere else, for aught I know. So of the 
fortification at the mouth of the Savannah river. 
There being no stone suited for the purpose nearer 
| than New Sngland, it was brought from there: 

and that is legitimate and proper. The improve 





come there from Ohio and other parts of the Union | 
to defend these great entrepots of property. They | 
present the greatest temptations to an enemy: their | 
possession would not greatly strengthen him, but | 
would greatly weaken us. There are many and | 


The object of fortifications is to defend the Re- | 
oublic. They are not to help any man’s business. | 

hey are hot to take money out of one man’s | 
pocket, and put it into gpother’s. Even if that | 
power to provide for the public defense should 


be improperly applied, it is not stthject to the 


ment which is necessary for the public defense 
| there, puts no money in my pocket. It is for the 
general defense of. our nationality. It is just 
much the duty of the man in Kentucky or Tet- 
| nessee to defend the man in Maine or Californ, 


|| overwhelming considerations which do control, || who is exposed to an enemy, as if he was in the 
| and have always controlled, the statesmen of all || heart of the Republic. There is no other way °! 
| countries to defend such points, which I need not | 
|| go into the examination of. 


| doing it but by keeping up an adequate Navy © 
repel sadden onsets from abroad. You are bow 
to use all the money, and all the people of ‘'* 
country, to preserve the national life. The \"° 
of the nation cannot be preserved without giv!'s 
proteetion to every man at any dhd every ©: 
And as far as these appropriations are contin‘ 
honestly to the protection ef his life, liberty, and 
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are just and proper, and cannot 
But I insist it is not the sys- 
tom here advocated. This system is openly de- 
fended upon the ground that it a the 


1856. _ 


roperty, the 
f complainec of. 


transportation of one man’s commo ities by 
taking money out of the common fund. That, 
[ think, entitles it to every appellation or epithet 
[have given it. They are strong—they may be 
offensive; my defense is, they are just and appro- 
priate. : 

That very fact,admitted by one member of the 
eommittee, is all that I intended to charge. It 
admits the injustice of the system. I have heard 
log-rolling defended in the other House. If any 
Senator on this floor had improvements in his 


own State which he believed as worthy of national | 


natronage as those patronized by Government, 
] do not think he would vote for one of these bills 
if his improvements were excluded. Lhave heard 
that principle avowed again and again in both 
branches of Congress. These bills could not be 
assed but on thatsystem. For this reason Mr. 
Polk and Mr. Pierce have said, do not put these 
measures in an omnibus bill, but separate them. 
Their recommendation was avowedly for the pur- 
pose of getting rid of the difficulties of combina- 


tion; for it was seen that combination would | 


result wherever there were local and personal in- 
terests. It did not succeed. Why? The cause still 
remains; the sting still remains; the public mis- 
chief still remains. The friends of the system see 
that unless they codperate together all will be de- 
feated; and hence, whether they put their meas- 
ures in one bill, or in separate bills, the result is 
thesame. I have seen, and the Senator from 
Tennessee will find, by looking to the Journal of 
the House of Representatives, the members of 


Tennessee refusing to vote for, and actually de- | 
feating, one of these appropriation bills, because | 
the Tefinessee river was not putin. I helped them | 
Why? If this system is constitutional | 


to do it. 
it should be equal. Equality is equity; and deem- 
ing that to be vastly more important a measure 
to be supported out of the public Treasury than 
many others in the bill, 1 opposed it. Unless 


there is some fair division, I apprehend opposi- | 
tion to it would be the rule of conduct of every | 


Senator on this floor; it certainly would be mine. 


I have never known one who was put to the test, | 


when he thought he had improvements largely 
superior in merit in his own State, which were 
excluded entirely, who went forward and voted 
for another one on its own i@ependent merits. 

I take it that such a case, if there be any, isa 
very rare exception. Therefore, I say that this 
system is a system of log-rolling—a log-rolling 


lonce heard defended in the other House by a | 


member from Massachusetts, in one of the most 
ingenious defenses of bad legislation | ever heard. 
1 allude to Mr. Winthrop. He described the 
system of log-rolling as a necessity of govern- 
ment. Under this system various local interests 
have combined until they are strong enough to 


reach the public Treasury. That is the basis of | 
the system, in “ judgment, and I concur with | 
T 


my friend from Virginia. If Missouri got no 
more “from the public Treasury for the improve- 


ment of the Missouri river than she paid into it, | 


why should she call on the Treasury to pay for 
it? Why should New York desire it for her 
improvements? 

If you raised a specific fund for internal im- 
provements by taxation, which will best illus- 
trate this point, and 
than she paid, would New York come here to 
ask you to improve the North river? She has 
improved many of her rivers, dug canals around 
some, used the bed of others where it suited her, 
and charged tolls. That has been the custom of 
all States throughout the civilized world for 
twenty centuries. There has been no difficulty 
about it. It has been partially practiced by this 
Government in the case of the Louisville and 
Portland canal. The great principle for which I 
contend"is, that when a public improvement is 
made the beneficiaries shall pay for it. Tennes- 
See acts upon this principle. She grants charters 
to ker citizens to make railroads; she indorses 
their bonds; she takes stock with them, and 


allows them to charge a sufficient amount of 


money on those who use the roads to pay the 
interest and reimburse the principal in a reason- 
able time. New York does it on her canal. 

very State in the Union does it on her public 


ou gave each State no more | 
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improvements as a universal rule. There may 
be local and — departures from it, but this 
is the general rule throughout this country, and 
has been throughout the world from the time of 
the Greeks down, ever since men learned to pay 
| for going over bridges and turnpike roads. ‘The 
| burden should not come on society, but those 
who use the improvement should pay for it. 

But the Senator talks to me of the licht-house 
system. Why, Mr. President, Lhave stood her 
endeavoring to put that on a proper basis, and 
resisting it On its present basis, ever since | have 
been in Congress. The light-houses, however, 
are not confined to the Atlantic coast. They are 
to be found all over the lakes, and on the Mis- 
sissippi river, as well as on the Atlantic. The 
light-house system has grown enormously, and 
|is one of the most profligate and expensive 
branches of expenditure in this Government. 
I have again and again insisted that that is an 
effort of commerce to put its charges on agricul- 
ture. I will unite with the Senator from Ten- 
nes see,though he has never united with me, to 
vote againstit. It has gone up from $300,000 
since | have been in Congress to a million and a 
half a year, and in ten years it will go up to 
$10,000,000, if you leave it under the control of 
| litht-house boards. There is no limit, because 

there is no check upon the present system. In 
England the light system is put under a board 
| called the Trinity-house board, and every ship get- 
| ting the benefit of the lights pays for their main- 
tenance, and there they have no more than are 
| necessary. Weoughtto do the same thing. | 
| have deemed it my duty to support this better 
system, but I have not been successful. I have 
| uniformly voted against appropriations from the 
Treasury for light-houses. ‘That being an ex- 
pense which can, according to my own princi- 
ples, be distributed between the ships, foreign 
and domestic, that get the benefit, it is a pecu- 
| liar hardship that we should levy a tax on the 
| honest labor of this country to protect not only 
| our own ships, but the ships of all the world. 
Let me give an illustration. If a steamer of the 
Collins line goes from New York to Liverpool, 
she has to pay three or four hundred dollars 
light dues. et a Cunarder come from Liver- 
pool to New York, and she does not pay a cent. 
Who pays it? The Treasury of the United 
States, levying it out of the pockets of the people. 
England is juster and wiser than we in this 
| respect. When your ships go to Havre, France 
| compels them to pay light dues. When her 
ships come here they pay none. 
So far from the Senator getting, in that respect, 





a case opposed to my argument, it is one to which 
I have endeavored for years to call the attention 
| of the country, and arouse the agriculturists to 
see to their own rights, and not allow themselves 
to be thus plundered by the mercantile interests. 
I agree ‘sith all he says on that point. I admit 
that the light-house system is as unjust as this 
system of internal improvement, and may be as 
easily avoided. It would be much better, then, 
| for the Senator to aid me in reforming these 
| abuses, than to endeavor to justify one abuse by 

pointing to another, and the very one which I 
| have endeavored, as a Representative and Sen- 
| ator, for years, to get rid of. 

Again, take the case of the coast survey. That 
is another benefit to commerce, for which, legiti- 
| mately, a tonnage duty ought to be levied to pay. 
Foreign ships and our own ships get the benefit 
of it. Ihave been opposing it for years, but I 
| never heard a word from the Senator from Ten- 
| nessee against it. He supports one abuse by 
quoting another. I say, join me in uprooting 


| both. This is another effort of the navigating 
|interest. It is no more advantage to Georgia 


than to Tennessee. The man who carries wheat 
| to Charleston or Savannah may receive no benefit 
from the coast survey; but the ship-owner, who 
| lessens his insurance, his risk, and his expenses, 
| is surely and directly benefited. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. _We get more for 
our wheat by increasing the facilities of naviga- 
, tion on the coast. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Every ship-owner will tell you 
that, but you can never make the buyer act on 
it. You can transport wheat to Augusta or New 
| York, and the cost of getting it there is never 
|| inquired of by the man who buys it. If there is 
wheat made on the adjoining hills, and he can 
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get it as cheap, he will take it, no matter how 
much transportation you have paid. It is the 
quality of the wheat to which he looks. A thou- 
sand elements may go to make up its market 
value. That most remote from market, and 
attended with the most expenses, produces less 
to the producer, but costs no more to the buyer. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I wigh to puta 
question to the Senater from Georgia, as lL see he 


i 
has the power of answering Is it 


E. 


— th den 


everything. 


of no use, in Ume of war, to have the Arkansas, 
the Missouri, the Mississippi, opened as great 
channels of intercommunication? Would it not 
be a great advantage to have these rivers opened 


for the transportation of our heavy supplies aad 
munitions of war, and even our troops, though 
railroads may dispense with the necessity of them 
for the latter purpose? I go on the ground that 
these improvements are justifiable and constitue 
tional under the war-making power, and the right 
and duty of this Government to put the whole 
country ina proper state of defense. | wish to 
call the Senator’s mind to the fact, for lknow he 
must have adverted to it, that if Russia had fram 
St. Petersburgh to Moscow a great river, or rail- 
road, sufficient to facilitate the transportation of 
troops, Moscow might have been saved. ‘This 
internal communication, to bring our resources, 
men, munitions, troops, from the interior to the 
sea-board, IS our freat security against a foreign 
enemy. lortifications are not muclr pretection. 
Why will he not allow appropriations for the 
public defense in making these great intercom- 
munications between the sea-board and the inte- 
rior, at the same time that he admits the propriety 
of erecting fortifications ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. ‘There is a great deal of force 
in the Senator’s areument; but I have looked at 
it very closely, and [ have attempted to give the 
distinction. Itis very true, that the taking out 
of snags from the Arkansas, and the Mississippi, 
and all the rivers of the country, when war does 
come, will cheapen whatever transportation may 
be nect ssary for our Government on those riv- 
ers; but the question is: will the probabilities of 
war, and the quantity of supplies, troops, &e., 
we shall probably have to carry on those rivers, 
be a sufficient justification for the improvement? 
They will not; and they are intended for no such 
purpose; they are averred to be for facilitating 
commerce. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
tion of power? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I say that wherever it ia ne- 
cessary to make an improvement for the public 
defense | admit the power to be complete.. In 
my argument upon the St. Clair flats bill, I ad 
mitted that, if it were necessary for defensive 
purposes to use our navy upon the lakes, it was 
fair and legitimate within the power of Congress; 
but that the transportation of a few thousand 
barrels of flour at a greater expense than it 
would be done without the improvement, would 
not warrant it. Upon the same principle it will 
not do to put forts all over the country, because, 
in the event of war and an invasion by the enemy, 
and they come by these places, the forts may be 
a valuable defense to the particular locality. It 
would be valuable, then, in such an event, but 
that would not justify placing them there; because 
the true basis of such public works is, that there 
should be a just proportion between the probabil- 
ities of advantage to the public and the amount 
of expenditure. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Does not the Sen- 
ator know that the navigation of the lake near 
New Orleans saved that city? 

Mr. TQOMBS., There is no question that good 
rivers and good roads and uaeenae are all de- 
fenses in time of war. I object to the use of the 
war power as a pretense to facilitate commerce. 
The Senator from Michigan and the Senator fram 
Louisiana do not put it on the same ground as 
the Senator from Tennessee. He puts it on one 
ground; they on angther. They put it eWeNey 
on the ground that it will cheapen their commod- 
ities at public expense. The Senator from Ten- 
nessee puts it as an expenditure for purposes of 
war. I will tell him that, taking in view the re- 
moteness of the probability of war, and the small 
use the army would probably have for these 
works, it does not warrant the expenditure. If 
that is the true reason—if it be necessary and 
proper for the public defense, and the Senate 


But ontthis ques- 
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believes it to be so, the fact that there may be in- 
cidental advantages to commerce 1s no objection. 
In that view | admit the power to be ample, 

jJenary, and perfect to every extent; but I say 
that this power is claimed under the right to reg- 
ulate commerce; and these improvements are 
avowed by some of their advocates to be for the 
purpose of cheapening the transportation of com- 
tithes: That, [ say, is taking money out of the 

eneral fund paid by the people of the United 
States, and putting it into the pockets of pro- 
ducers who happen to live along the side of those 
rivers. 

I am told these improvements are valuable. 
So a railroad from Maine to Georgia is very valu- 
able in time of war; but will anybody contend 
that, because it would be useful in time of war, 
we ought to construct it? Perhaps it would rot 
before we had a war. No prudent man proposes 
such a thing. We have not had a war for forty 

ears. If we had had a railroad of that kind 
during the last war, it would have been of con- 
siderable use towards the public defense. But our 
coast is in much less danger than is generally sup- 
posed. I believe there were but two points of 
our coast in the possession of the British during 
the last war for any length of time—Castine, in 
the State of Maine, and Amelia Island, in the 
State of Florida. The British made predatory 
invasions along the coast, and they occupied this 
city; but did not permanently have possession of 
one foot of the American continent on the Atlan- 
tic coast, except the two points which I have 
named. ‘They took some forts in the Northwest; 
but Lam speaking of the Atlantic coast. These 
very fortifications were placed in their positions 
for the purpose of preventing it; and if they were, 
they were put in good places. Ifa fort is built at 
a point to benefit the business of the people, I tell 
the Senator from Tennessee it is a perversion of 
power, and is unjust and unconstitutional. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I think the Senator 
hardly does me justice. Many of these appro- 
priations for the lake harbors I know nothing of, 
and I think we ought to have a better system for 
them; but I have attributed a great deal of that 
difficulty to the strenuous opposition which these 


improvements have encountered. [merely wished 
to show the Senator that there was just as much 
inequality in the appropriations under the defens- 


ive power from necessity. I did not complain 
that the coast was fortified, but [ said that forti- 
fications were placed at some places where they 
Were unnecessary, because of the local expendi- 
ture. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The difference between the 
systems is, that one must necessarily be abused, 
and the other must almost necessarily not be. It 
is no more the interest of the upper part of Geor- 
gia, than Tennessee, to put an unnecessary fort 
at the mouth of Savannah river. They have no 
more interest in paying for it than Tennessee. 
But when we get great bodies of people, includ- 
ing fifteen States of this Union, combining to- 
gether for their personal interests, the danger is 
80 great that it is almost impossible to resist it; 
and for that reason the wisdom of our fathers 
placed great public powers to be used for great 
public purposes in this Government, and denied 
those that would benefit the pursuits and local 
interests of any particular community. There 
ies the grand distinction. The framers of the 
Constitution, knowing what was necessary and 
public, as contradistinguished from pat: and 
private, gave the power complained of, concern- 
ing the Army, and Navy, and Post Office, and 
withheld the power to take money out of the 
public Treasury for the local improvement of rivers 
and harbors. Such was the judgment, as I have 


already shown, of the men of the Convention | 


who refused to grant the power. Such was the 
opinion of Mr. Jefferson, 
luded to my strong remark of resistance. 
Jefferson, in the protest which he drew up for 
Virginia, used almost identeally the same lan- 
guage as I did. I do not claim it to be original 
nme. In that protest, speaking of a rupture on 
account of such things, he says: 


“They would consider such a rupture as among the 
greatest calamities that could befall them. There is one 
reater—submission to a Government of unlimited powers. 
t i only when the hope of avoiding this shall become 
absolutely desperate, that further 
indulged.” 
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| to be very considerable. 


The Senator has al- | 
Mr. | 


This was a protest on this power of improve- | 
ment; and he declared that the very power now 
in question was null and void in point of right. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Was not that in 
regard to a proposition to construct a road by the 
authority of this Government in a State ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. It was in regard to the gen- 
eral system. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
ally the general system. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It was under Mr. Adams’s 
administration, when roads and canals, and rivers 
and harbors, were altogether. General Jackson 
vetoed some bills containing rivers, harbors, 
roads, and canals all combined. I have said 
before that General Jackson’s practice was not 
consistent with his theory. If you will look 
through his messages, the Maysville road veto 
and others, you will find that he denounced the 
system in the strongest words he could find in the 
English language, as corrupt and corrupting. 

Mr. CASS. Allow me to say to the Senator 
that General Jackson, in my opinion, was per- 
fectly consistent. He never denied the power to 
make a river or harbor of a national character, 
which national character is the jurisdiction of 
Congress over it. It was confined to boats of ten 
tons burden, according to the original act of Con- 
eress, and was confined to salt water; but Con- 
gress afterwards recovered its senses, and ex- 
tended the same principle to fresh water. 

Mr. TOOMBS. They did not do it, but the 
Supreme Court did. The Senator from Michi- 
gan has repeatedly defended General Jackson’s 
consis‘ency. I have his veto messages before 
me, but it is not necessary to go into them now. 
The Senator from Michigan having been a part 
of the Administration during these acts may think 
it necessary to sustain its consistency; but I say 
it cannot be sustained; and I say that, if here- 
after it shall become my duty, I will show its 
inconsistency. I wish to treat the memory of 
General Jackson with great respect; but | say 
his vetoes of five river and harbor bills are totally 
inconsistent with some of those he signed. 

Mr. CASS. I shall not argue this question 
with the Senator from Georgia; but I wish to read 
to hima few sentences from one of the most emi- 
nent men we ever had in this country, and let 
them be my answer to the Senator’s argument. 
1 allude to Mr. Calhoun. In his celebrated 
Memphis report, after going on to describe the 


That was origin- 


| losses upon the Mississippi river, he says: 


** if there was no other evidence of the vast amount lost, 
the high rate of insurance, which is stated at trom twelve 
to eighteen per cent. per annum on boats, and in reference 
to which there can be no material error, would of itself con- 


clusively show that the data furnished by the St. Louis | 
siatement do not make the annual loss greater than the 


reality. Tue lowest rate per cent. of insurance would in- 


| dicate a loss anuually of $3,600,000 on the estimated 
| amount cf the comunerce of the river.’? 


Recollect, this was ten years ago, and we all 
know how it has increased since. 


* To this great loss of property must be added that of | 


lives from the hazard of its navigation ; but the means for 
making an estimate anything like approaching accuracy, 
are 30 imperfect that it will not be attempted. Itis known 
The St. Louis statement gives 
twenty-one per annum for one hundred and twenty-six 


| boats, which would make about one hundred and thirty- 
| five for the estimated number of boats now engaged in 


navigating the Mississippi and its waters. 
"This great loss, both of property and life, will go on 


| progressively increasing with the commerce of the valley, 


unless something should be dope to render the navigation 
of the river more safe. Assuming that its commerce will 


| keep pace with the increase of population, and that the 


hagzord wiil continue to be as great as it now is, the annual 


loss would be, in all probability, three times as great at the | 
end of the next twenty, and five times at the end of the | 


next forty years. 


** That the navigation of the river should be rendered more 
| safe, and that the present heavy loss, and the still heavier 


which may be anticipated hereafter, with the increase of its 


commerce, be lessened by the removal of the causes of the | 

|| danger, if it be practicable, will be readily admitted by all. 

| That the principal causes—snags, logs, and rocks—ean be 
removed in part, or whole, and that their removal would | 


greatly diminish the hazard of its navigation, and facilitate 
its commerce, is unquestionable. Much, indeed, has been 


| done already, and with highly beneficial results, in remov- 


ing the greatest, by far, of all the causes of danger—snags.”’ 


So much for the losses on the Mississippi. He 
| says further: 
| Having now shown the vast and rapidly increasing 
| value of the commerce of the Mississippi, including its 
| tributaries, the very great losses to which it is subject, the 


practicability of removing the principal causes of them, and 


| thereby greatly increase the safety and facility of its nav- | 
ce cannot be | 


igation, your committee are brought to the important ques- | 
tion, by whom are they to be remgved? or, to express it 


“ 


L GLOBE. 


| is it, to improve the navigation of the Mississippi 


| separately. 
| action. 
| soon will be States, lying either wholly, or partly, Within 


| commerce. Their united and joint action would be 
| for the improvement of its navigation. 


| provides that ‘ No State shall enter intoany treaty, 


| honorable Senat 
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rt . 
more broadly and fully, who has the power, and whose o 


; Fhe and un 
great tributaries ?”’ the 


It is to be observed that, with his usual frank 
ness, Mr. Calhoun here meets the : 
directly and plainly. 


“It is certainly not that of individuals, 


Question 


Its improve. 


| ment is beyond the reach of their means and power. \ 
| is it that of the several States bordering on its nayies r 


Wigable 
T, ACting 
and joiat 
tories tha 


waters ; itis also beyond their means and powe 
Nor can it be done by their united 
There are sixteen States, and two Terrj 


the valley of the Msssissippi ; and there still is ample spare 


for several more. These all have a common interes; in ity 


requisi 
But the only we 


by which that could be obtained is expressly prohibited } 
the tenth section, first article, of the Censtitution, Whied 

. : a - = oa Allianee, 
or confederation.’ But if neither individuals, nor States 
acting separately, or jointly, have the power to improye its 


| navigation, it must belong to the Federal Governimeny, jf 


the power exists at all, as there is no other agency or ay, 


| thority in our system of Government by which it could bp 


exefcised. But if it does, it must be comprised among typ 
expressly granted and enumerated powers, Or among {hosp 
necessary and proper to carry them into effect, as under the 


| One or the other all the powers belonging to it are to jy 


found. And thus the question is presented for consider. 
ation, Is it to be found in either? The decision inyolye, 
important consequences. If it is not, then this great brayeh 
of our commerce—already among the greatest, and des. 
tined in a short time far to exeeed every other—will be jeg 


| exposed to the great hazard and enormous losses to whic) 


it has been shown to be subjected, without any power jg 
the system, anywhere, to provide for its safety, althoug) 
millions might be annually saved by a comparatively smy 
expenditure, as experience has proved. Whether such he 
the case or not, your committee will next proceed to cop. 
sider. 

‘© Whether the Federal Government possesses the power 
or not, it is certain it has heretofore acted on the supposi. 


| tion that it did, as the numerons acts of Congress for the 


improvement of the navigation of the Mississippi, including 
its principal tributaries, abundantly prove.”’ 

He then goes on to show why the States cap. 
not do it; and concludes: * 


“ Having now shown that the power to raise money, and 
to appropriate and expend it, is confined to carrying into 


| execution the delegated powers, it remains to be considered 
| whether there is any power delegated to the Federal Goy 


ernment, the carrying of which into execution woulj 
authorize appropriations and expenditures for the improve. 
ment of the navigation of the Mississippi, and its waters? 

“ Your committee, after full and mature consideration of 
the subject, are of the opinion that there is ; and that it isto 
be found in the power ‘to regulate commerce with forein 
nations, and among the several States,’ and more speciiic 
ally in that to regulate it among the States.’’ 

One more clause, and [ shall have done. Iwill 
confess frankly my object in reading it. The 
rom Georgia has treated the 
question with great ability, and I want the same 
vehicle that carries his remarks to the — te 
send out the opinions and views of Mr. Calhoun, 
whose authority is vastly better than mine. He 
says: 

** But there is not the least probability that Congress will 
ever abandon the exercise of the power. It has not only 
the right, as has been shown, but it is its duty to exercise 
it.”? 

I believe with Mr. Cathoun, that it is the duty 
of Congress to exercise the power. 

Mr. SEWARD. What is the date of that 
report? 

Mr. CASS. Eighteen hundred and forty-six; 
ten yearsago. What was good doctrine then in 
principle, is good now. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I opposed it then, and do ye. 

Mr. CASS. Ifit is the duty of Congress to 


| remove these obstructions, that answers the great 


argument of the honorable Senator, who says !! 
is the duty of Congress to make a fort, and there- 
fore they must make it without regard to equality 
in expenditure. I say it is their duty, under the 

ower to regulate commerce, of which navigation 
is a part, to remove obstructions to rivers and 
harbors whenever they are needed in the country, 
without reference to equality in the expenditure. 
I laid by the veto of Mr. Pierce in 1854, in which 
he says expressly, that the people of the country 
are determined to have these river and harbor 
improvements, and will have them, and many 0 
them they ought to have. Here is his language: 

“Public opinion, with regard to the value and impor 
ance of internal improvements in the country, is undivided. 
There is a disposition on all hands to have them prosecuted 
with energy, and to see the benefits sought to be a 
by them fully realized.”’ 

Mr. PUGH. I wish to speak about two mn- 
utes; and I should not say a word if the Senator 
from Georgia had given me a respectful answer 
to a respectful question. , 

Mr. MBS. “I had no purpose to give the 
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a disrespectful answer; but I did not || 
“noose to go into the argument of an incidental 
a | was speaking of an entirely dif- 
I did not think it germane 
to my argument. 


niamalwesti Bike Biabb-~abe || 


Senator 


power when 
ferent general power. 


Mr. PUGH. My object was to direct the Sen- | 
ator’s attention, a8 he was on the subject, to a) 
»poposition which I deemed worthy of his consid - 
ation. [agree with him as to the power to 
erect fortifications; but I wanted to find where he 
derived it. [t cannot be derived from the clause 
«9 raise and support an army; that does not in- | 
clude fortifications. We can keep an army in | 
the field for twenty years withdut a fortification. | 
Wedo not need it for that purpose. The power 
comes under another clause altogether. Congress 
has authority ** to lay and collect taxes, duties, | 
jmposts, aD excises, to pay the debts, and pro- 
vide for the common defense and general wel- | 


6 ” | 


fare. : ’ 
That clause has been the subject of serious | 


debate, though I think it may be said to be now 
generally settled. It isa power to lay and collect 
duties in order to pay the debts, and provide for | 
the common defense and general welfare of the 
United States. It is under the indivisible power | 
of providing for the common defense, that we 
make these appropriations; but the power to levy 
taxes to provide for the general welfare is just as 
general and just as indivisible. 

Now, what is ** the general welfare,’’ within 
the meaning of this clause? The other specific 
yowers that are contained in the Constitution, | 
and which follow. That is the true definition. 
Itis not to be used inany enlarged sense; but the 
designations of power embrace the ‘‘ general wel- | 
fare’ of the Constitution, and among them, in the 
section to which the Senator alluded, is? 


“To reguiate commerce with foreign nations, ard among 
the several States, and with the Indian tribes.” 


’ 


It was for the purpose of possessing the Sena- 
tor from Georgia of My proposition of the mean- 
ing of the Constitution that | sought to interrupt 
him, but [assure him not with any disposition 
to draw him into a collateral question; but I did 
think, though his disclaimer is satisfactory, that 
he mpaees | had some improper object in view. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Oh, no. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read the third time. 

On its passage, 

Mr. TOOMBS called for the yeas and nays; 
andthey were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 25, nays 12; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of 
Tennessee, Bigler, Bright, Cass, Collamer, Crittenden, 
Dodge, Durkee, Fessenden, Fish, Foster, Geyer, Harlan, 
James, Jones of Lowa, Pugh, Seward, Stuart, Trumbull, 
Wade, Weller, Wilson, and Wright—25. 

NAYS — Messrs. Biggs, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Clay, 


Fitzpatrick, Houston, Hunter, Mallory, Reid, Toombs, and |} 


Yulee—®%. 
So the bill was passed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Barcray, Assistant Clerk, announced that 
they had passed a bill to provide for carrying into | 


execution the first article of the treaty between || 


the United States and Her Majesty the Queen of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, | 
of June 15, 1846. 

Also, that they had passed the bill of the Sen- 
ate to amend an act, entitled ‘* An act toestablish | 


® court for the investigation of claims of the |! 


ROCK RIVER RAPIDS. 


The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- | 
mittee of the Whole, the bill (S. No. 71) to con- | 
tinue the improvement of the Des Moines and 
Rock river rapids in the upper Mississippi. 

Che bill, as introduced by Mr. Jones, of Iowa, 
provided for the appropriation of $200,000 to 
continue the improvement of the Des Moines and 
the Rock river rapids in the Mississippi river. 

The Committee on Commerce proposed to re- 
duce the amount from $200,000 to $50,000. 

Mr. PUGH. We have passed a House bill 
for the purpose, and I therefore move to lay the 
bill on the table. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. The gentleman is mis- 
taken. That bill did not make any appropria- 
tion for the Rock river rapids. It was for the 
Des Moines rapids. 


United States;”? without amendment. 
| 
| 


THE 


|| committee have voted double 


Mr. PUGH. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. I move to amend by 
striking out the words ‘*‘ the Des Moines and.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. I now move to strike 
out $200,000 and insert $100,000, so that it will 
be an appropriation of $100,000 for the Rock 
river rapids. 

Mr. BIGGS. If 1 understood the Secretary in 
reading, there was an amendment proposed by 
the Committee on Commerce to this bill, to re- 
duce it from $200,000 to 950,000. I suppose the 
first question will be on the amendment proposed 
by the Committee on Commerce. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Lowa moves to insert $100,000: on which, 
being the largest amount, the question will be 
first put. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Before voting on this 
question I should like to have some explanation 
from the Senator from Iowa. The bill, as re- 
ported, appropriates $50,000 for the Des Moines 
and Rock river rapids. We have passed a bill 
from the House appropriating, I think, $200,000 
for the Des Moines rapids, and now it is pro- 
posed to insert $100,000 for the Rock river rapids 
alone. I should like to have some explanation. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Under the surveys and 

| estimates made by the then lieutenant, now Colo- 
nel Lee, of the United States Army, who is as 
skillful in his lineof service as any man in Amer- 
ica, he recommended that $300,000 should be 

| appropriated to the improvement of these rapids. 
The gentleman in charge of the work at present, 
Major Floyd, says $100,000 can be economically 
expended in the improvement of the Rock river 
rapids, this year, and asked $200,000 for the 
lower or Des Moines rapids. There are ten points 
as surveyed by Lieutenant Lee, which require to 
be cut off to make the navigation of the Rock river 
rapids of the Mississippi river at Rock Island per- 
fect, and to render the river more convenient and 
more easily navigated than at any other point for 
its whole length. The poimts which jut out in 
the shape of an elbow are to be cut off, and there 
are ten of them. If §100,000is appropriated now, 
I have every reason to believe, from the report of 
Major Floyd, that the improvement can be made 
within the next year, before the 30th of June, 
1857. It may as well be done now, as to con- 
tinue it longer by small appropriations. The 
| reason why the officer in charge of this improve- 
ment asks for the increase is, because contracts 
can be made by the direction or under the sanc- 
tion of the Secretary of War, for removing these 
obstructions by boring holes into the rocks by 
steam instead of by hand, as was heretofore the 
case. Fifty thousand dollars is as much as could 
| be expended on both rapids under the old system 
| of hand labor. Major Floyd says now, in his 
report to the Department, that $100,000 will be 
ficient for this year, for the Rock river rapids. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLAY. I do not see any objection to 
voting this amount, if we are to be bound by the 
estimates of the engineers. There is a great deal 
| of noise made about this appropriation because it 
exceeds by double the amount recommended by 
| the Committee on Commerce. | confess that 
| objection does not hold good with me at all, be- 
cause we have seen that they have sometimes 
exceeded the estimates of the engineers; we have 
seen that when the engineers asked one sum the 
Why, then, should 
| any object‘on be made on that score? There is 

one thing that may be said in favor of this appro- 
priation that cannot be said aboutothers. In other 


| cases we were assured that the sums which were 


| appropriated, exceeding the amount asked by the 
| board of engineers, would ‘complete the work; 
| that was the apology which was offered for ex- 
| ceeding their estimates. In this case, however, the 
| engineer or the local agent—I do not know which 
he is—reports that it will take $1,343,000 to com- 
| plete this work. Then, I ask, why should the 
| advocates of this scheme of improvement stickle 
| about $100,000, and complain of that’ [tis true 
| the committee only reported 550,000, but that was 
| with the understanding that we should continue 
| from year to year to appropriate $90,000 or 
| 
i 


$100,000, until we got up to this amount. Give || State, as a special tax 
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for that amount next year. I think the supporters 
of these measures should not hesitate at all to vote 
the $100,000, 

Mr.STUART. As the Senator from Alabama 
isa member of the committee, | would be glad 
if he would refer me to the cases to which he 
alludes, where the committee reported double the 
amount of the estimates. 

Mr. CLAY. In the case which the Senator 
advocated the other day, where he asked an ap- 
propriation of $10,000, and the estimate was for 
$4,000 or $5,400, Ll forget which. 1 can refer the 
Senator to the case, but | cannot call it by name 
now. 

Mr. STUART. Lrecollect that case, and made 
an explanation at the time of the principle n 
which the committee acted. The amount Phen 
asked for was the amount originally estimated. 
There had been an appropriauon made, and a 
part of it expended; bat the commitiee were of 
opinion that the amount of the original estimate 
would be necessary to continue the work. That 
is that case. There is one other case, in which a 
bill was reported for Monroe harbor above the 
estimate, and was amended, on my motion, by 
reducing it to the estimate. The committee rec- 
ommended $50,000, because, according to the 
esumates made in prior years, $50,000 was the 
amount hecessary; but on the subsequent esti- 
mate, in subsequent years, we amended that bill 
by reducing the amount of appropriation. Here 
the committee recommended $50,000, because, 
according to the estimate made in prior years, 
$00,000 was sufficient, and there was a subsequent 


— ee — . 


| estumate for a larger amount. That explains this 


case. I do not deem it very important; but I 
think that, when the action of the committee is 
considered, the ground on which it has acted 
ought to be fairly understood by the Senate, 

In regard to this bill, | wish to make a sug- 
gestion to my friend from lowa. I want to have 
him act, if |} may ask him to do it, with some- 


| what of the feeling with which Lacted on another 


bill. The Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Beau} 
appealed to me to lay aside one of the most im- 
portant improvements on Lake Michigan, and I 
did so. Now, we have made an appropriation 
by a bill already passed, of $200,000 for the Des 
Moines rapids, which are in this vicinity, in the 
Mississippi river. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. 
below this. 

Mr. STUART. We have made an appropri- 
ation of $300,000 at the mouth of the river, thus 
making half a million for the Mississippi river. 
Then we, to-day, passed another appropriation 
for the same river. Now, | only want to suggest 
to him, whether, under the circumstances, he 
had not better let the bill be passed by? 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Without making any 


It isa hundred miles 


| appropriation ? 


Mr. STUART. 
appropriation, 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. No. I reside in the 
neighborhood, and was a Delegate from the Ter- 
ritory of Iowa when an appropriation was first 
made for these rapids. | know, of my own 
knowledge, thatthe Black Hawk war, which was 
mut an endyo through the energy skill, and 
Coceue of The Senator from Wisconsin, [Mr. 
Doper,} would not have existed but for the fact 
that these rapids were in the Mississippi river. 
| was at that time myself a passenger on the river 
when General Atkinson, of the Army, who was 
ordered from Jefferson barracks to repair to the 


Yes; without making any 


| seat of war for the purpose of securing Black 


} 
| 


| them $100,000, and perhaps we shall not be asked || 


Hawk, was detained some ten days er two weeks 
at these rapids befere he could get to where Black 
Hawk was encamped with lus forces. Irom 
Rock Island, in the State of tllineis, at the foot 
of these rapiis, where | am now asking the ap- 
propriations, he made his escape to the swamps 
of [ilinois and Wisconsin; and the consequence 
was, a war which cost the Government a great 
many more thousand dollars than the removal of 
these rapids would have cost. 

Nobody can doubt the nationality of this work. 


If any country is entitled to an appropriavon for 
the removal of obstructions on of 
rivers, it is the country min 
provement, We of the mi y country Nave 


aid more money into tie ‘Treasury of the United 
evied on us for worries 
the lead mines—a thing that was never exacte 





other people in the world before—than 
would pay ten times over for the removal of these 
obstructions. I hope the Senate will do at least 
ag well by this bill as they have done, and prop- 
erly done, for my friend from Missouri, who has 
ust had an appropriation, on his own account, of 
over $100,000 added to the Mississippi river bill. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I think the Senator from lowa 
is fairly within the principle. I think his is 
exactly the case of my friend from Missouri; and 
so far from being astonished at the exorbitance 
of his demands, I am amazed at his moderation. 
It will take $1,300,000 to do this work; and at 
$100,000 a year it will take you thirteen years to 
get all that is necessary to carry out the plan. 
Thiggecn years is too long; besides there are a 
cual is difficulties in thirteen years, and I 
think you had better take as much as can be 
reasonably spent—say half a millionat this time: 
tiat would be a fair apportionment! 

Mr, JONES, of Iowa. I am much obliged to 
my friend for his proposition. ‘The officer now 
in charge who is a competent man to judge, says 
it will not cost more than one fourth the amount 
estimated by Colonel Lee at the time the original 
estimates were made, because they have adopted 
anew system of removing obstructions by steam, 
which will reduce the expenditure a great deal. 
I shall be satisfied with $100,000; and I think the 
Senate ought to make that Aah ree 

Mr, BIGGS. Itmay be that this new inven- 
tron by sieam may have induced the engineer to 
report an estimate lower than that named by the 
Senator from Iowa. I have before me the last 
estimates. I have seen the report of 1855, and 
there the estimate is $40,000. L suppose there 
has been an improvement since that, and instead 
of an approprration of $40,000, it ought to be less 
than $40,000. My friend from lowa proposes to 
increase the bill from $50,000 to $100,000. The 
estimate here is, ‘* For the Rock Island rapids, 
440,000.’ Itis another instance in which there is 
an inexplicable confusion in regard to the principle 
on which we act. A little while ago, in relation 
to the Mississippi, (and | wish to call attention to 
that fact in connection with what was said by the 
Senatorfrom Michigan,)we appropriated $300,000 
for the motth, $200,000 for the Des Moines rap- 
ids, and $100,000 originally appropriated and 
oe for the improvement of the Mississippi 

elow the rapids, and $126,000 for snag-boats, 
which was an amendment put on the bill on the 
motion of the Senator from Missouri. Now, 
although the estimate for this Rock Island rapids 
is only $40,000, it is proposed by the Senator 
from lowa to increase it to $100,000. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. I called on Colonel 
Abert some time ago, to know from him why he 
had not asked for as much money as could be 
properly expended, and he told me that the only 
reason was, because he feared it would so load 
down the bill that it would be defeated. He said 
that he knew it to be necessary, and knew that 
Major Floyd thought it necessary, and that the 
money could be profitably expended by the Gov- 
ernment. I hope $100,000 will be appropriated. 

Mr. CLAY. It is possible, perhaps, to ex- 
plain the apparent discrepancy between the 
amount in the bill and the estimate wf the board. 
The amount of $40,000 is an annual appropria- 
tion; but the aggregate sum, as I hold in my hand, 
obtained from the War Department last Saturday, 
for these works, is $1,343,000, to complete them. 
That is the estimate for the completion. 1 do 
not see any objection, if we are going to complete 
them, t giving $100,000 now. Otherwise, per- 
haps next year they will want $150,000 or 

000. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from lowa moves to insert $100,000. 

Mr. SEWARD. Can the question be divided 
on striking out and inserting? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Yes, if the 
Senator calls for a division. 

Mr. SEWARD. I ask that the question be 
divided. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first 
question will be taken on the motion to strike 
out $200,000. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
now is on the motion of the Senator from Lowa, 


1910 


from any 


to fill the blank with $100,000; on which the yeas | 


atd nays have been ordered. 


THE(OONGEE 


i The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


| resulted—yeas 12, nays 21; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messars. Dodge, Douglas, Geyer, Harlan, Hous- 
ton, James, Jones of Lowa, Pugh, Sebastian, Toombs, 
Trumbull, and Wade—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of 
Tennessee, Biggs, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Cass, Clay, 
Collamer, Fessenden, Fish, Foster, Hunter, Mallory, Reid, 
Seward, Stuart, Weller, Wright, and Yulee—21. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 


now is on inserting $50,000, as proposed by the | 


Committee on Commerce. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, || 
and the amendments made as in Committee of | 


the Whole were concurred in. The bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and 
was read the third time; and, on its passage, 


Mr. BIGGS called for the yeas and nays; and | 


they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 2], nays 12; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of 
Tennessee, Cass, Collamer, Dodge, Durkee, 
Fish, Foster, Geyer, Harlan, James, Jones of Lowa, Pugh, 


21. 


NAYS—Messrs. Biggs, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, 


Clay, Houston, Hunter, Reid, Toombs, Weller, and Yulee— | 


12. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. I move to amend the 
title by striking out ** Des Moines and;’’ so that 
it will read: ** A bill to continue the improvement 


of the Rock river rapids, in the upper Missis- | 


Sein ’ 
The motion was agreed to. 


TENNtSSEE RIVER. 


The bill (S. No. 148) to continue the improve- 
ment of the Tennessee river was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 


priate $60,000 for the purpose indicated in its 
title. 
amendment 
$35,000. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
the amount to $50,000. The estimate 
improvement above the Muscle Shoals alone is 
$75,000. 
increasing the appropriation to $50,000, which is 
$25,000 less than the amount of the estimate 


to strike out $60,000 and insert 


above the Muscle Shoals. I call for the yeas and | 


nays if anybody objects. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the amendment of the committee. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I hope that amend- || 


The 


ment will not be adopted by the Senate. 


estimates are for $75,000 above the Muscle Shoals. | 
The bill originally was for $60,000, and | hope it | 


will stand for $50,000. 
Mr. SEWARD. I very cheerfully, on the 


part of the committee, give my consent to the | 


increase. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
my application for the yeas and nays. 
there will be no opposition to it. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


unanimous consent to withdraw a call for the yeas {| 


and nays. ‘The Chair hears no objection. 
Mr. SEWARD. I waive the committee’s 


amendment, and accept that of the Senator from | 


Tennessee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair is 
under the impression that the Senator hag not 
the right to accept the amendment. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Then the question 

is on agreeing to the original amendment of the 
committee, which I hope will not be adopted. 

Mr. SEWARD. [I suppose I can withdraw 
the amendment of the committee ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
cannot withdraw it on the recommendation of 
the committee, except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope that will be given. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be 

no objection, the amendment will be withdrawn. 
The Chair hears no objection, and the amend- 
ment is withdrawn. 

Mr. HUNTER. Do I understand that there 
is a withdrawal of the amendment of the com- 
mittee ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore By unanimous 


| Consent. 
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Fessenden, | 


Sebastian, Seward, Stuart, Trumbull, Wade, and Wright— | 


As introduced by || 
Mr. Beux, of Tennessee, it proposed to appro- | 


The Committee on Commerce reported an | 
I move to increase || 
for the || 


I hope there will be no opposition to |! 


Then I withdraw | 
I believe | 


It requires | 


ere 


| Mr. HUNTER. I never heard of unanimoy, 
|| consent being asked for such a thing before - 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ©), 
| heard no objection. ~~ 
|| Mr. SEWARD. I now move the amen 
of the Senator from Tennessee, 
$60,000,’ and insert $50,000.”’ 
| The amendment was agreed to. The bill wa 
reported to the Senate as amended, and the 
amendment made as in Committee of the Whole 
was concurred in. The bill was ordered to bp 
engrossed for a third reading, and was read {{ 
third tyme. 

Mr. CLAY. ts this river traverses the State 
which I have the honor to represent, it is perhaps 
_ proper that I should make some apology for jo, 
| voting for it. It is not my purpose to vote for j; 
|| and I might rest entirely on my constitutional 

objection to the bill, which is predicated entirely 
| as I understand, on facilitating the commerce of 
| the country. But, there is an additional objec. 
|| tion which I feel bound to urge, though I urge iy 
with extreme reluctance. It is not an objection 
| I will say in advance, which ought to weigh with 
the majority of the Senate. If they will dea) 
equitably and justly and uniformly towards the 
Tennessee river, it will be no objection. It y,ijj 
not have a feather’s weight with them; yet itisa 
| grave objection with me, and may be with the 
| minority of the Senate, who have voted agains, 
| these bills. I cannot conscientiously sit still and 
| permit this bill to pass when objections pertain 
against it which I have preferred against other 
bills in favor of other sections. The objection, 
| L say, with me is a grave one; but it isa very 
inconsiderable one, | dare say, with the majority 
| of the Senate. It is simply this: that we have 
| not the approval of the board of engineers of this 
| estimate; on the contrary, they disapprove of the 
estimate and of the plan. They condemn the 
plan of the local agent or engineer as bad; they 
condemn the system as insufficient to achieve the 
objects of the appropriation. This estimate was 
made by Colonel Long in 1852, and again by 
| Colonel McClellan in 1854. He estimated that 
it would take $75,425 to complete this work. | 
am warranted in saying, because I have the report 
| before me, that neither the plan nor the estimate 
was approved by the board of engineers; tliat the 
estimate, in their opinion, fell short of effecting 
the desired object. Hence, if I had no constitu 
tional objection, on the score of expediency alone 
| I should be bound to vote against this bill; yet 
_as I have remarked, I do not think this objectior 
| ought to obtain with the Senate. 

This is truly, as stated by the Senator from 
Tennessee, a great river, navigable for perhaps 
, eleven hundred miles, traversing the entire 
| breadth of the State of Alabama, and twice tra- 

versing the breadth of the State of Tennessee, 
/ and running, in all, through five States@of this 
| Union. Inasmuch as we have voted appropria- 
| tions hitherto for works for which there has been 
| even no surveys whatever, upon the recommenda- 
tion of the Committee on Commerce; and inas- 
much as we have voted, as | said before to-day, 
| double the amount of estimates heretofore made; 


dment 
to strike oy 


ie 


/and inasmuch as we have voted in favor of esti- 
| mates made by local agents, though not approved 
| by the engineers, and by agents who were cer- 
| tainly not qualified by their education for eny 
| work of civil engineering, I do not think it should 
be any objection whatever for the appropriation 
| now asked by the Senator from Tennessee with 
|| a majority of the Senate. It is one with me, and 
| I shall vote against the bill. 
| Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I merely wish to 
|| say, in reply to my friend from Alabama, that 

this bill, as it now stands, gives the War Depart 

ment the privilege of expending the money on 4 

plan of their own choosing. It does not trammel 

them by any limitation below or above the shoals; 
but I should hope that a portion of it would be 
| expended below the shoals. I merely make these 

remarks in reply to his observations as to the 

manner in which Colonel MéClellan expended 

the last appropriation; but this is short of his 
| estimate by $35,000 for improving the river eve? 
| above the shoals. a & 
| shoals; and I shall call on the advocates of this 
| policy, if it is continued, to improve the navig& 
| tion by clearing out the shoals, or making them 





We have not touched the 


navigable at all seasons of the year, on the pril- 
ciple of reciprocity, justice, and equality; and | 








t 4, 


1856. 














THE CON 


no doubt they will stand by me in making || **I was in prison, and ye visited me;’’ “ | was 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1911 


nimoug have 1a nt ment had no right to exact from us; because, at 
re. she appropriation whenever it is brought forward | a stranger, and ye harbored me:’’—such is the ver-| the time the Government exacted the tax from 
Chair - nroper form. } s10n of one of the most touching texts in Wick- || me and my distinguished friend from Wisconsin, 
" The question being taken on the passage of the || liffe’s translation of the Bible. the land itself belonged to the Indians, and the 
1dment 1]. resulted—yeas 21, nays 13; as follows: || Mr. BUTLER. We have heard ig deal Government had not extinguished the Indian title. 
fe ont vl -\s_—-Messrs. Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of | of the etymology of ‘harbor :’’ let me give a | want some of that tax now back, in the shape 
_. aoeale Cass, Collamer, Dodge, Durkee, Fessenden, definition. I think harbor, as it has been used = of this legitimate improvement. Il say the Gov- 
il] Wag = Foster, Geyer, Harlan, James, Jones of lowa, Pearce, || here, and as it is like ly to be made a preeedent ernment has obstracted the entra: to my town, 
nd the pygh, Sebastian, Seward, Trumbull, Wade, and Wright— || for the appropriation of money hereafter, is a and they must either remove th struction 
Vhole al -3_-Messrs. Biggs, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, | hiding-place—a place of concealment. Harbor) which un y put there by driving down piles and 
l to be Ne Houston, Hunter, Mallory, Reid, Toombs, Weller, || 1s a word under which the Constitution is to bx filing un,or complete what thev have commenced. 
ad the and Yul e—13. || stifled. That is the meaning of harbor—— Mr. PUGH. May L ask my friend from lowa 
So the bill was passed. Mr. BROWN. Harboring negro¢ a question? Does he desire us to pull up the piles 
€ State HARBOR OF puBUSUE. Mr. BUTLER. _A place where fugitives will which have been put there, or go on with the 
erhans have Wherever they get a fugitive |) work? 


for not 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 


a _— j 
negro, t will have a harbor, and apply to 


Mr. JONES, of lowa. 


Ll prefer to go on with 





1e 
for it, proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 123) making || white staghe to aid the harbor. [Laught r.] ‘But | the work. : 
utional an appropriation for the improvement of the har- || | did not rise to speak that. [ am sorry that the Mr. PUGH. I cannot vote to go on with the 
itirely, hor of Dubuque, which proposed to appropriate || Senator from Michigan {Mr. Cass] is not here. work; for Lagree with my friend from Alabama, 
ree of §20,000, and the Committee on Commerce re- || He has two or three times thought proper to | that this appropriation does not come within my 
Objec. ported an amendment to strike out $20,000 and | expose Mr. Calhoun’s views. I want to know. views; butif he asks the Government to remove 
urge it insert $15,000. L | |; whether this is an appropriation to regulate com- || these obstructions, which he says have been 
ection, The PRESIDENT. The question is on the |) merce among the States by an appropriation for || placed there, [ shall have no objection. 
‘h with amendment of the committee, — _ || a harbor or landing in Dubuque? Is it an appro- Mr. JONES, of Iowa. The bill provides that 
ll deal Mr. SEWARD. The fact is, that the esti- | priation to regulate commerce between the nations || the improvement shall be made under the direc- 
‘ds the mate is $19,900, and the committee, in scaling, of the earth or the States of the Union, or is itan || tion of the Secretary, and | cannot control the 
It vill cut itdown $5,000; but they are not tenacious || appropriation for the local improvement of the Secretary. Itis for him to say whether he will 
t itisa about it. . j ‘ || landing of Dubuque? The Senator would vote | remove the piles and take up the earth thrownin 
th the Mr. CLAY. The estimate furnished me Was || for it, no doubt, if he were here. by the side of them to sustain them, or complete 
wwainst $13,000, according to the board of engineers for | Mr. JONES, of lowa. Mr. President, in || the opening already commenced. If the Secre- 
till and this harbor of Dubuque, and I do not under- || 1845, when Iowa was a Territory, my late col- | tary wishes us to undertake to do it, we will do 
pertain stand where gentlemen derive other estimates. league, Mr. A. C. Dodge, who was then th it if you go on. 
. Other This is what is furnished me by the War Depart- Delegate from lowa, obtained an appropriation Mr. PUGH. If my friend from Alabama will 
ection, ment. ; || for the improvement of the harbor. At that | withdraw his amendment, I will move one to test 
a very Mr. JONES, of Iowa. The estimate was || time, the town of Dubuque, (it is now a city,) | the question. 
ajority $19,367 43, and the committee cut it down to | the islands through which this improvement is Mr. CLAY. I withdraw it temporarily. 
> have $15,000. being made, and the whole Territory, belonged Mr. PUGH. I move to strike out the worda, 
of this p The amendment was agreed to. to the Government. The Government, as a * for continuing the improvement of the harbor 
of the Mr. CLAY. I move to strike out thé word || means of increasing the value of the public lands, | of Dubuque, on the Mississippi river,’’ and in- 
nn the “harbor’’ wherever it occurs, and insert ‘‘ land- || commenced this improvement. ‘This harbor is || sert: 
; they ing.’ This thing o king about a harbor in | made by islands in front of the city of Dubuque, Removing the obstructions to navigation, placed by order 
‘ve the Dubuque is a hoax th cannot deceive anybody or inlets entering between the island ‘Lhe of the Government of the United States in the Missis- 
te was who has eyes to see, and ears to hear, and under- |) sluices-were not quite deep enough to enable the | *!Pbi river, at and opposite Dubuque, 1 the State of Lowa. 
ain by standing to appreciate words. Talk about the largest class of steamboats to enter our harbor. L offer thatamendmentto the bill. Uf mv friend 
d that harbor of Dubuque two thousand miles, I be- || The Government seut its agents there to make a || from Lowa is contented to have it in that way, 
rk. | lieve, above the Gulf! Now, sir, according to |! survey, and an estimate of the amount necessary | [ shall vote for it. 
report theetymology of the word ** harbor,” and accord- || to make this improvement. The estimate is now Mr. HOUSTON. I am satisfied there is no 
timate ing to the conventional use of the word ‘* har- |) before me, made in 1845 by Lieutenant Cram, of |, quorum here; and as it is beyond the usual time 
hat the bor,” it has no application whatever to rivers— || the United States Army, a graduate of West of adjournment, 1 move that the Senate adjourn. 
fecting certainly not at that distance from the coast. A || Point The sloughs through which the steam- Mr. SEWARD. I call for the yeas and nays 
nstita harbor, we were taught in our geographies, and || boats enter to the mainland to the town of Du- || on the motion. ‘ 
’ alone » taught by lexicographers, means a bay or inlet | buque, are called the Ferry slough and Megary The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
ls yet 5 of the sea, where ships may moor with safety '| slough. ‘The agent went to make the improve- taken, resulted—yeas 18, nays 14; as follows: 
jection ) incase of storm; but now the word is applied to | ment, and stopped up the Megary slough, the YEAS— Messrs. Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, 
Be every landing at any town on any river that will main entrance to our harbor, and drove down | Butler, Clay, Collamer, Fish, Foster, Houston, James, 
> from come forward here to ask for an appropriation piles, and filled it up with earth which he had || Jones of lowa, Pearce, Reid, Stuart, Thompsen of Ken- 
rhaps 3 for its LUBPCOVeRE It is a misnomer. It 18 || taken from an island through which he intended aS FR gal ts. oa of Tenhewee, Dodge; Dashes, 
enure bs not only a misnomer, but itis practically a fraud | to dig a canal. Before he completed that canal, Geyer, Harlan, Hunter, Matiory, Pugh, Sebastian, Seward, 
ce tra- : upon the intelligence of the people, Oranattempt- | so as to make a direct entrance to our harbor, the || Trumbull, Weller, Wilson, and Yulee—14. 
essee, 4 ed fraud on them to be talking about such a har- appropriation gave out; and now I call on the So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
yf this bor. ‘Te harbor of Dubuque! I might ask, || Government, either to remove this obstruction adjourned. 
‘opria- m with equal propriety, an ee for the || which was put in our harbor by the Government, nner tener 
s been ba harbor of Dito’s Landing, on the Tennessee river, || or complete the improvement. The same reason HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
renda- = ‘2 my own county, or the harbor of Gunter’s || was given for the improvement of the Cape Fear || ; i a 
inas- ee Landing, in the adjoining county of Marshall. It || river and the Savannah river. These obstruc- Monpay, August 4, 1896. 
-day, » 8 agross perversion of terms, a gross abuse of || tions were put in Dubuque harbor by the Gov- | The House met ateleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer 
made; 4 language. Though Shakspeare says, || ernment of the United States, when it had con- || by the Chaplain, Rev. Danie, Wa xpo. 
f esti- i ——— “‘ That which we call a rose || trol of the town, and of the land which sur- The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
roved iN any other name would smell a Eee |; rounded our harbor. It obstructed the main EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
e cer- the Senate knows that an appropriation by the || entrance, which was then better than the one @ KER laid before the House 
r any name of ** landing,’ instead of ‘‘ harbor,”’ would || attempted to be made by the agent, but discon- The SPEAKER “Pp ageuee. we its @. Cameo 
hould not be in good odor, and therefore the applica- || tinued for want of funds. And now the agent || ™unication from the Lor eat 4 - va oe 
iation tion of the term ‘‘ harbor;’’ but I am not willing || of the Government of the United States asks for || ™ttng_ &@ communication t “Wav Se M. es 
» with to stultify myself by sitting still and hearing an || $19,367 to complete this improvement. , of the Committee e for the pe 
e, and appropriation proposed for the harbor of Du- || I hope this explanation will be satisfactory to || asking certain See tenn telat ha ‘tha Co 9 
buque, on the Liamenion: river, some two thou- || gentlemen. It is a harbor to protect the steam- || that Department; which was referred to the Com- 
_ ad was : : me ee at - ttee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
ish to » sand miles above its mouth. || boats which navigate the Mississippi river. Lf as | no y ’ 
., that Mr.SEWARD. What is the honorable Sena- || good an improvement as this a been in exist- || Prin‘ed. 
epart- tor's amendment? ] ence at St. Louis last spring, when the breaking || BOUNDARY LINE BETWEEN WASHINGTON 
ron a Mr. CLAY. To strike out ‘‘ harbor’’ and in- || up of the ice took place, or at Cincinnati, does|| ppRRITORY AND THE BRITISH POSSES- 
mmel sert ‘‘landing,”’ because that is conformable to || not everybody know that twenty or thirty steam- || v9 
hoals; truth, and that is no abuse of language. || boats, at each of these places, and an immense || SIONS. ‘ 
ild be Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, herr berg, the | amount of money engaged in commerce, would || The SPEAKER stated the first question in 
these castle, the hill, is the etymological root of harbor. || have been saved to tigcountry? The same evils || order to be the motion to reconsider the vote by 
o the ltisa — of security, a place of safety. It is, || would have taken place at Dubuque as at those || which was referred to the Committee of the 
ended as all hills generally are, foreign from the sea- || points, but for this harbor, partially improvedas || Whole on the state of the Union, the bill of the 
of his ; coast. The castle or hill of Newburgh, on the | it is. || House (No. 73) to oe for carrying into effect 
"even | Rhine, is a place of safety, and yet it isonthe || As 1 said before, the people of Dubuque have || the first article of the treaty between the United 
d the | bank of a river. Newburg, in New York, isa|| paid an unjust tax, exacted from them for || States and her Majesty the Queen of Great 
f this new **harbor.”” The harbor at Dubuque is a || working the lead mines ia this very vicinity. 1 || Britain and Ireland, ofthe loth day of June, 1856. 
viga- place of safety for vessels on the Mississippi river, || have myself paid, and my friend from Wisconsin || Mr. PENNINGTON. | had the floor last 
them and the bill is right in that respect. It is sound has paid, almost enough to make this improve- || Monday for the purpose of calling up the metion 
a “an and I think everybody can under- || ment. We paid it in money which ought not to || to reconsider the vote by which that bill was 
an Stand it, 


I do not think it can be misynderstood. || have been exacted from us, which the Govern- || referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 





ini 


ee 
ce hn een 


atate of the Union, but was obliged to give way | 


to a privileged motion for the suspension of 
the rules and to go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, I now ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to discharge 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union from the further consideration of this bill; 
and I will state very briefly to the House the 
character of the bill. {[t immediately concerns 
the peace of the country, as the gentleman from 
Washington Territory [Mr. Anperson] well 
knows, and ought not to be further delayed. It 
will be recollected, that in the year 1846 a treaty 
of limits was concluded between the United States 
and Great Britain, establishing the boundary line 
between the British North American possessions 
and the Unitgd States. The object of this bill, as 
reportéd, is to carry into effect that treaty, so far 


as to locate by survey the boundary line in the || , 
'| first article of the t?eaty between the United States 


Gulf of Georgia and the straits of Fuca, between 


Washington Territory and the British posses- || 


sions. 

Mr. CULLEN, (interrupting. ) 
tleman yield me the floor for a single moment? 

Mr. PENNINGTON. 
now. Ihave made half a dozen efforts to get this 
bill before the House, because of its urgent 
necessity, and I cannot give way now; my sense 
of public duty forbids it. It is now ten years 
since this treaty was made, and no part of 
this line has been surveyed. The boundary line, 
as established by the treaty, begins at the Lake 
of the Woods, on the forty-ninth parallel of north 
latitude, and rung thence westward along that 
parallel to the middle of the channel which sep- 
arates the continent from Vancouver’s Island, 
and thence southerly through the middle of that 
channel, and of Fuca’s straits, to the Pacific 
ocean. Inthe Gulf of Georgia, which constitutes 
a part of the waters between Vancouver’s Island 
and the main land, is a group of small islands, 
more or less important, known as Lummi, Wal- 
dron, Orca’s,Shaw’s, Blakely, Cypress, Guemes, 
Sidney, San Juan, Lopez, Decatur, Fioalgo, 
Chatham, Discovery, Blunt’s, Whitby’s, Mc- 
Donough’s, and others not named. b 
ascertainment of the true line of boundary in 
the gulf, or, in other words, *‘ the middle of the 


channel which separates the continent from Van- | 


couver’s Island,’? depends the question of the 
title to the islands, and the settlement of such of 
them as may be habitable, of which there are sev- 
eral of considerable value and importance. There 
are two principal channels in the gulf, one or 
the other of which is the true boundary. One of 
these is known as the Rosario, and the other 
as the Arro strait. If the Rosario strait be the 
true channel, the jslands of Waldron, Orca’s, 
Shaw’s, San Juan, Lopez, Decatur, and Blakely, 
will fall to the British Government; and if the 
Arro strait be the true channel, these islands will 
fall to the United States. The Rosario strait is 
claimed as the true channel by the British Gov- 
ernment, and the Arro strait by thatof the United 
States. 

The Legislature of Washington Territory, 
claiming these islands to be portions of that Ter- 
ritory, have included them within the limits of 
some one or more of its counties. In April, 1855, 
the sheriff of Whatcom county, in Washington 


Territory, seized a lot of sheep in the Island of | 
San Juan, belonging to the Hudson’s Bay Com- | 


pany, oe sold them for the pay man of taxes, 


evied under the authority of the territorial gov- | 
ernment. For this act of the sheriff damagesare | 
claimed, estimated at about $3,000; and consid- | 
erable correspondence has been had between | 
Governor Douglass, of Vancouver’s Island, and | 


Governor Ste~ens, of Washington Territory; and 


also between Mr. Crampton, the British Minister, | 
and our Secretary of State, on the eubject of this | 


claim for damages, and the demarkation of the 
boundary. Asearly as 1848 the attention of our 
Government was called, by the British Minister, 


THE 


Will the gen- | 


[I cannot yield the floor | 


| Majesty’s Government. 


| the demarkation of the sai 
| President, in his discretion, to direct the employ- 
pon the || 


whose mutual sympathies are so strong—it cannot 


| be that any embarrassment will be thrown in the 
| way of terminating all causes of difference on our 


j 


northern boundary. I hope my proposition may 
be consented to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. What vote is proposed to | 


| be reconsidered ? 


The SPEAKER. The vote by which this bill | 


| was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union is the motion pending. 
| The gentleman from New Jersey, however, now 
| asks unanimous consent that the Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union may be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill, || 
and that it ma 


be considered at this time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let the bill be read. 

The bill was read. ‘The first section provides 
that, for the purpose of carrying into effect the | 


and her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom | 
of Great Britain and Ireland of the 15th day of | 
June, 1846, there shall be appointed by the Pres- | 
ident of the United States, by and with the ad- | 
vice and consent of the Senate, a commissioner, | 
and chief astronomer, and surveyor, to unite with 

similar officers to be appointed by her Britannic 


The second section provides for the appoint- 
ment of a secretary to the commissioner, and of 
a clerk to the chief astronomer and surveyor. 

The third section makes appropriations for sal- | 
aries and contingent expenses. 


The fourth section limits the proceedings of || 
of that || 


said commissioner to the demarkation 
partof the said boundary line which begins at the | 
intersection of the forty-ninth parallel of north | 
latitude and the middle of the channel which 


| separates the continent from Vancouver’s Island, | 
| thence southerly through the middle of the said | 


channel and of Fuca’s Straits, to the Pacific | 


| ocean. 


The fifth section, for the purpose of aiding in 
line, authorizes the 


ment of such officers, assistants, 4nd vessels at- | 


| tached to the coast survey of the United States || 
| as he may deem necessary or useful. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I presume that this bill is 


| right; but I desire to ask the gentleman from 
| New Jersey one question. 


Points are given in | 
the bill, from which | suppose he can calculate | 
the length of line required to be surveyed. Will 
the gentleman tell me what that length of line is? | 
Mr. PENNINGTON. The line to be sur- 


| veyed, as contemplated by the bill, is the water | 


line from the intersection of the forty-ninth parallel | 


| of north latitude, and the middle of the channel 
'| separating Vancouver’s Island from the conti- | 
| nent. 
|| The Delegate from Washington Territory [Mr. | 
| ANDERSON] may be able to state the distance more 


The distance [ cannot state accurately. | 


satisfactorily than myself. ] suppose the distance 
may be about two hundred and fifty miles, in- | 


| cluding the Gulf of Georgia and the Straits of | 
| Fuca, § 
'| bama, however, that I shall propose an amend- | 
'| ment to the bill, for the purpose of extending its | 


I will state to the gentleman from Ala- | 


Operation, so as to provide for the demarkation 
of the land line between Washington Territory | 
and the British possessions. This amendment 
is rendered necessary in consequence of disputed | 
claims as to land lyimg on or near the line, and | 
which are deemed valuable from gold deposits. 
Mr. ANDERSON. I will make a statement | 
in regard to this, which [| think will show the 
necessity of the passage of this bill immediately. | 
It will be recollected that by the terms of the treaty | 
of 15th June, 1846, between our Government | 
and that of Great Britain, the forty-ninth parallel | 


| of north latitude was made the boundary between | 


the possessions, running westward of the con- 
structive center of the Gulf of Georgia; thence | 
southerly through the ae of said channel, | 
and of Fuca straits, to the Pacific ocean. The 
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| whose interests are so intimately blended, and || are nowin possession of both British and Ameri. 


} 


can subjects. A collision has occurred betwe, 

the jurisdiction of the two Governments on the . 
islands. The boundary line of the counties of 
the Territory of Washington has been ryy 80 ; 
to include these islands. Taxes have been a 
lected from British subjects, and on British pro ; 
erty on these islands, under protest. This wil 
show the necessity of having that line definitiy, 


| fixed. " 


Now, as to the question which the gentleman 


| from Alabama asks. It is a line to be run op 


the water, not onthe land. It runs from the cep, 


| ter of the Gulf of@eorgia, where the forty-nini) 


parallelintersects it, southerly a distance not ex. 


| ceeding perhaps one hundred miles, through Pura 
straits to the Pacific ocean. The distance, afte, 


it strikes the straits of Fuca, will not, I SUPpose 
exceed one hundred miles, perhaps not so much’ 
But it is to determine what the main channel jx 
southerly, from the center of the Gulf of Geor 
to the straits of Fuca. 

There being no objection, the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union was dis. 
charged from the further consideration of saiq 
bill. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. 


is, 
Sia 


I offer the following 


'| amendments to the bill, which are proposed after 
‘| consultation with the State and Interior Depart. 


ments, and in accordance with their suggestions; 


|| and I ask the previous question; to wit: 


First amendment: 


In the first section, after the word “ Government,” jp. 
sert the words ‘‘ and there shall be appointed by the Pregj. 
dent an assistant astronomer and surveyor.”’ 


Second amendment: 


In the seventh and eighth lines of the third section, 
strike out the words ‘ fifteen hundred,’’ and insert the 
words “two thousand ;’? so as to make the salary of the 
secretary $2,000. 

Third amendment: 


. 
In the third section, after thegvord “dollars,” in th 
tenth line, insert the words *‘ For the salary of the assistay 
astronomer and surveyor, $1,800.”’ 


Fourth amendment: 


In the thirteenth line of the third section, strike out the 
word “ eight,’ and insert the word “ sixty,’’ so as to make 


| it read : ** For provisions, transportation, and contingencies, 


360,000. 

Fifth amendment: 

In the fourth section, strike out all after the word 
“ which,” and insert as follows: “ From the boundary line 
between Washington Territory and the British posses- 
sions ;”’ so as to make it read: 

* The proceedings of the said commission shall be lim- 
ited to the demarkation of that part of the said line of 
boundary, from the boundary line between Washington 
Territory and the British possessions.’ 


Mr. HOUSTON. Dol understand these amend- 
ments to require the entire line to be run? 

Mr. PENNINGTON. No, sir. 

Mr. HOUSTON. How much of it? 

Mr. PENNINGTON. Only so much aMivides 


| Washington Territory from the British posses- 
| sions, 


The object of extending the operation of 
the bill by the amendment is, as I have already 
said, to obviate difficulties which have grown up 


| out of contests between British subjects and 


American citizens, in regard to lands on or near 
the line, and especially as to valuable mineral 
lands. It is proposed to confine the demarkation 
of the line now entirely on the westerly side of the 
Rocky Mountains. It is not proposed to extend 
it over or to the east of that range. The linc to 
be run, as contemplated: by the bill and amend- 
ments, begins at the summit of the Rocky 
Mountains, and thence crosses the valleys of the 
Columbis. river and its branches {6 the middle of 
the channel between Vancouver’s Island and the 
main land, and thence on the water line to the 
Pacific ocean. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered and under its operation, 
the amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
read the third time. 


toa proposition for the appointment of a joint | 
coramission to run and mark the entire boundary | 
under the-treaty; but nothing has, as yet, been || 


done, either as to this claim for damages, or the || channel that separates the continent from Van- | 
demarkation of the line. 


; itis impossible that the || couver’s Island. By the construction which the | 
present state of things can continae without || British Government has put upon it, the main 

danger to the peace of the country; and, in view || channel runs westward of a cluster of valuable | 
of the peaceful termination of recent difficulties | islands; and, by the construction which our Gov- | 
with Grea! Britain—s source of congratulation to || ernment puts ‘wpon it, the main channel runs | 


the great body of the peop's of doth sountries, | castward of that cluster of islands. These lands! 


Mr. Se ee the 

uestion on the passage of the bill. 
The previous osetia was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under its operation, 
the bill was sed. 

Mr. PENNINGTON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


question that has arisen between the two Gov- 


previous 
ernments is this: which is the middle of the. 
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—= | chain . - : =—— 
pATAPSCO RIVER IMPROVENENT. i ported back from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland, asked the unani- | 
sys consent of the House to discharge the Com- || 
“tee of the Whole on the state of the Union || 
the further consideration of the bill for the 
ire ; ; } 
yement of the navigation of the Patapsco || Union, and ordered to be printed. 
ver, aud to render the port of Baltimore accessi- | 
rl hs 


| Mr. S. moved to reconsider the vote by which 
ble to = we eee — States, and } the bill was referred, and also moved to lay the 
consider th e 


Mr. PHELPS objected. | motion to reconsider on the table; which latter | 


| Pha 

Mr. HARRIS moved to suspend the rules. | en ee IN KANSAS i] 

Mr. WALKER. 1 have no desire to interfere | " ; or | 
with the purpose of my friend frgm Maryland in || Mr. PURVIANCE asked the unanimous con- | 
the proposition I am about to siggest. But the || sent of the House to introduce the following 
House will recollect that some time since | made | resolution: 
a similar motion for the purpose of taking up a || Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed 
pill for the improvement of Mobile harbor and |) forthwith to inquire into, and report upon, by what author- 


. — | ity the recent arrests, in the Territory of Kansas, of N. W. || 
bay; but I could Fc pre t bill ou oe to || Dietzler, George W. Smith, George W. Brown, and others, 
suspend the rules. think that bill ought to go || were made, together with the offenses witht which they 


with that of my friend ; from Maryland, and I || stand charged, and if imprisoned upon a charge of treason 
ask him to include both in his motion to suspend I eerie in the formation of the Seared consti- 
he rules. | ‘Seeusesed apan dee saghtetantabevagapase Sait: pustiens saat | 
MreHARRIS. There is nota gentleman here || that said committee have power to send for persons and 
towards whom my heart is warmer; but, under || papers. 
the circumstances, I cannot accede to the request || Mr. PHELPS objected. 
of the gentleman from Alabama. || Mr. PURVIANCE moved to suspend the | 
Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nays || rules, 
upon the motion to suspend the rules. || Mr. PHELPS demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. || The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas || Mr. PHELPS. ‘I desire to know whether the || 
130, nays 38; as follows: || standing committees of this House do not expire | 
YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bar- || with the adjournment of Congress; and whether || 
clay, Henry Benattia, Rentan, Sitashette Bowie, Eras | the object of this resolution is not to continue || 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, one, of the standing committees of the House 
Comins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Henry | during the recess? ‘ ; yak 
Winter Davis, ‘Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, Denver, Dick, || The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is com- 


t} 
| 


Britain of 1812, and those engaged in the Indian || 
wars during that period; which was referred to || 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


m 


ym pro 


to 





| 


|| petent for the House to suspend its rules to intro- | 
\! duce the resolution. 
| Mr. PHELPS. Certainly it is competent for || 

Holloway, Thomas R. Hort oak B. ae hae || the House to suspend its rules for that purpose; 
witon nox, Lake, Leiter, || : . tr i ; ram. |} 
ece, Hempitey ‘Beardheil, Mateeon; Sicore, Morgen: | but I inquire of the Chair if the standing com | 
i| 

| 

it 


Eustis, Evans, Flagler, Florence, Foster, Henry, M. Fuller, 
Galloway, Gilbert, Granger, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. 
Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, 


Morrill, Mott, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, || Mittees of the House do not expire with the pres- 
Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, || ent session of Congress? i 
Porter, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ritehie, || The SPEAKER. That is a question which || 
Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, |) may arise hereafter i 
Seward, Sherman, Simmons, William R. Smith, Sneed, || xT HELPS “TT! ¥ desi i 
Spinner, Stanton, Swope, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, |! Mr. PHELPS. 1en esire to state that || 
Trafton, T'rippe Tyson, Underwood, Valk, Wade, Wake- || such is the fact, and that the effect of this reso- | 
| lution wili be to extend one of the standing com- 


| 
| 
| 
man, Waldron, Walker, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu 
r, he y = , - ‘ | 
B. Washburn; terse! Washburn, Watkins, “Watson, || mittees of the House through the recess. [Cries | 
1 of ‘* Order !’’] 


Welch, Wells, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Wood, 
| 


| 


Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—130. 
NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Hendley S. Bennett, Bliss, | 


Bocock, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Carlile, Caskie, Howell || motion: and there were—vyeas 106, na 74: 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Crawford, Damrell, Dow- || inne y 106, 14; as 


dell, Edmundson, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, Goode, || i 
Greenwood, Grow, Hickman, Houston, George W. Jones, || YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bar- | 
|| clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Brad- 


Kidwell, Knapp, Letcher, Killian Miller, Milison, Phelps, 
shaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, |! 


Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Savage, Shorter, Todd, Warner, | 
Ww || Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, || 


right—38. 
. : . : || Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Tim- | 
So (two thirds hav ing voted in the affirmative) | othy Davis, Day, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, 


the rules were suspended. || Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Pending the call of the roll, || Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Harrison, Hickman, || 
Mr. WIE stated that his colleacue, Mr. i See — be me | 
: . 24 | #e ing, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Mace, || 

ae ponee off with Mr. De Wirt. Satine McCarty, Killian Miller, Moore, Morgan, Mor- 
f r. ae a TON stated that he had paired | rill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 
ot with Mr. BURNETT. 


|| Pearee, Pelton, Pennington, —: Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 

The questi 7 i j Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp 

athird 2 dine was then on ordering the bill to Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Tappan, Thorington, | 

reading. : | Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Wal- || 

Mr. HARRIS. This measure has been very | bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elihu B. || 
strongly recommended by the corps of engineers, 

and by the Department. I could say a good deal 


The question was taken on Mr. Porviance’s || 


|| Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wells, 

Whitney, Wood, Woodruff, and ae ey oe I] 

. . NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bo- || 
in favor of its passage by the House, and present | cock, Bowie, Poyce, Branch, Cadwalader, John P. Camp- 
Some strong points. Butas gentlemen have been || bell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Howell Cobb, Williamson 
kind enough to suspend the rules, | will not take R. W. Cobb, Cos, carers Parieem erst gst ong 

u i : : Edmundson, English, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, | 
ounain = the ee with a ey Thomas J. D. Fuller. Goode, Greenwood, Thomas L. Har- 
matter to their generosity and liberality, || ris, Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, George W. Jones, Kelly, 

move the previous question. |} Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Humphrey Marshall, | 

The previous question was seconded, and the | anne Pienen - wre ee ee ee 

A , | 

" rh Shalt ee ordered to be put. . ‘ i| Reade, Ready, Rivers, Ruffin, Savage, Seward, Shorter, | 

e bill was then ordered toa third reading, || Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, | 

and was accordingly read the third time. | Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, || 
Mr. HARRIS moved the previous question on | kee ge og — Wiuslow, Daniel»B. Wright, 

the passage of the bill. , and John V. Wright—74. 


Mr. KUNKEL stated that, if he had been | 
within the bar when his name was called, he 1 
should have voted ay. 
| 


The previous question was seconded, and the | _ So (two thirds not having voted in the affirma- 
main question ordered to be put. || tive) the rules were not suspended. ! 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, asked for the ‘| Pending the call of#fhe roll, | 


and nays upon the passage of the bill. re 

€ yeas and nays were not ordered. 

he question was taken, and the bill was passed, | 

Mr. ARRIS moved to reconsider the vote by | 

which the bill was passed, and also moved that | 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table; 

which latter motion was agreed to. 

BILL REFERRED. 


Mr. SAVAGE, by unanimous consent, re- 





| 

Mr. ORR stated that if he had been within the || 
bar when his name was called, he should have | 
voted in the negative. | 
LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. } 


Mr. KENNETT. Mr. Speaker, I ask the 
‘| unanimous consent of the House for leave to 





a ES hd 


‘ ¢ report from the Committee on Commerce a bill to 
_ sions, a bill to amend an act granting pensions to || enlarge and improve the Louisville and Portland 
| the officers and soldiers of the war with Great | canal. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 
Mr. KENNETT. 1 move, then, that the rules 


be suspended for the purpose indicated. I hee 
the objection will be withdrawn, for it will only 
| unnecessarily consume the time of the House. 
My object is to report the bill, that it may be 
referred 


to the Committee of the Whole on the 


}| state of the Union. 


Mr. JONES, I insist on my objection. 

The question was taken on Mr. Kennerr’s 
motion, and it was agreed to; there being, on a 
division—ayes 114, noes 27, 

So (two thirds voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended. 

Mr. KENNETT, accordingly, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported a bill to enlarge 
and improve the Louisville and Portland canal; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and, with the accompanying report, 


| ordered to be printed. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
Mr.DENVER. Mr. Speaker, lask the unan- 
imous consent of the House for leave to report 
from the select committee on a railroad to the 
Pacific a bill to provide for the establishment of 
a railroad and telegraphic communication between 
the Atlantic States and the Pacific ocean, and for 


| other purposes, in order that it may be referred 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. DENVER. I move, then, that the rules 
of ~- House be suspended for the purpose indi- 
cated. 


Mr. JONES. I demand the yeas and nays on 


| that motion. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I ask for tellers on 
the call for the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cops and 
Pe.ton were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 37, noes 112. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. COBB. I would like to know what the 
gentleman intends to do if the bill be introduced ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has stated 


| that he asks to report the bill, that it may be 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. COBB. And when they get it there, the 
next motion will be to suspend the rules in order 
that that committee may be discharged from its 
further consideration, bring it inte the House, and 
put it on its passage. 

The question was taken on Mr. Denver's mo- 
tion; and there were—yeas 108, nays 74; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Albright, Barbour, Barclay, Henry Ben- 


| nett, eee Bliss, Bowie, Bradshaw, Bren- 


ton, Broom, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, John P. Camp- 
bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caruthers, Chaffee, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Damrell, Henry Winter 
Davis, Timothy Davis, Denver, Dick, Dodd, Dunn, Finrie, 
English, Evans, Henry M. Faller, Galloway, Granger, 
Greenwood, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, 
Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Jewett, Kelsey, Kennett, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Hunn- 
»hrey Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, Morgan, Morrill, 
Mott, Murray, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, 
Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Porter Pring Pur 
viance, Reade, Ready, Richardson, Ritchie, Rivers, oberts, 
Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Seward, Sherman, Simmons, 
Spinner, Stanton, Swope, Tappan, Taylor, Thorington, 
Trafton, Tyson, Underwood, Wade, Wakemans Walker, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu b. Waskburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watkins, Wells, Whitney, Williams, Wood, 
Woodworth, and Zollicoffer— 108. 

NAYS—Mewsrs. Aiken, Ball, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, 


| Rocock, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader, Carlie, 
| Caskie, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. 


W. Cobb, Crawford, Cullen, Cumback, Davidson, Deam 
Dowdell, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Edwards, Etheridge, 
Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Thomas J.D. Fuller, Giddings, 
Gilbert, Goode, Grow, Hickman, Thomas R. Horton, 
Houston, Hughston George W. Jones, Kidwell, King, 
Lake, Letcher, MeMfallin, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Pennington, Powell, Quit- 
man, Robbins, Robison, Ruffin, Sabin, Savage, Shorter, 
Samuel A. Smith, Sneed, Thurston, Todd, Trippe, Vail, 
Valk, Walbridge, Waldron, Warner, Watson, Welch, 
Winsiow, Woodruff, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. 
Wright—74. ‘ 


So the rules were not suspended, two thirds 
not voting in the affirmative. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. HICKMAN stated that his colteague,; Mr. 
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THE CONGRESSIONA 


re a 


Pack en, had paired off for to-day with Mr. De 


Werr. , 

Vr. RUFFIN stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Cxrtoe, bad paired off with Mr. Scorr on all 
questions exceptgrants of public land for railroad 
»urposes, and that on that question he had paired 
iF wath Mr. Maxwe nu. 

COURT OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I ask the unanimous coa- 
sent of the House that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union be discharged 
from the further consideration of a bill (S. No. 
117) to amend an act entitled ‘An act to establish 
a court for the investigation of claime against the 


The yore and nays were not ordered. : 
* Mr. SNEED. Before the vote is taken, I desire 
to know whether, if the bill should be not laid 


| upon the table, it would be in order to move to | 
| strike out certain portions of the bill? 


The SPEAKER. 


ous question has been ordered. 


L GLOBE. 


j 


| 


It would not, as the previ- || 


The question was then put upon Mr. Green- | 


woop’s motion; and it was decided in the nega- 
tive. 


So the House refused to lay the bill upon the | 


! table. 
The bill was then ordered to a third reading; , 


United States,’’ approved February 24, 1855, and | 


that it be put upon its passage. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I move to suspend the 
rules to enable me to submit the motion. 


The bill, among other things, provides that | 


any two of the judges of said court shall consti- | 


tute a quorum for the transaction of business; 
that the court may appoint commissioners to take 
testimony; that an assistant solicitor may be 
appomted by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate; that the soli- 


citor may employ a deputy; and that the clerk of 


the court shall be the disbursing officer, under 
the direction of the court, of the contingent fuad 
which may hercafter be appropriated from time 
to time for the use of said court. The bill also 
fixes the salary of various officers of the court. 


The question was put upon Mr. Gippines’s | 


motion; and it was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The question recurring upon ordering the bill 
to be read a third time, 


and it was accordingly read the third time. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 


tion upon the passage of the bill. 


The previous question was seconded; and the | 


main question was ordered to be put. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL demanded the yeas and || 
| nays upon the passage of the bill. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. , 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 108, nays 66; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Ball, Barbour, Bell, 
Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bowie, Bradshaw, Broom, 


I call the previous ques- | 


| tion. I move to reconsider the vote b 


Ss August 4, 


y Which the 
_S. Derrick 


I do hot ask 


| bill for the relief of the heirs of W 
' was laid on the table on Saturday. 
it to be considered now. 


|| The motion was entered. 


INCREASE OF MEDICAL STAFF OF ARMY 


Mr. FAULKNER. I ask the unanimoy, 


* {8 Con. 
sent of the House to permit me to report bin 


|; the Committee on Military Affairs a bil) wh: 
} y Wl) whic h 


is demanded by the public exigencies of tho tee 

vice, and by every consideration of humanity 

economy. It is Senate bill No. 111, providino 

for the necessaryeqncrease and better organization 

of the medical and hospital department of 
| Army. 

The bill was read. 

The first section provides for the addition of 
four surgeons and eight assistant surgeons to 
_be appointed in compliance with the existine 
| laws. S 

The second section authorizes the appointment 
of competent hospital stewards, not to exceed 


ity and 


the 


|| one for each military post, to be mustered and 


Buffinton, Lewis D. Campbell, Caruthers, Chaffee, Ezra | 


Clark, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Dam- 


rell, Davidson, Timothy Davis, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Dunn, || 


Edie, Edmundson, Elliott, Emrie, English, Evans, Faulk- 


ner, Flagler, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. | 


Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert 


B. Hall, Harrison, Herbert, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, | 


Valentine B. Horton, Hugliston, Kelly, Kelsey, Kennett, 
King, Knapp, Knowlton, Kunkel, Mace, Alexander K. 


Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, McCarty, Killian Miller, | 


Moore, Morgan. Morrill, Mott, Murray, Orr, Peck, Pelton, 
Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Ritehie, 
Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Shorter, 


| Stanton, Swope, Tappan, Taylor, Thorington, ‘Thurston, 


Mr. GIDDINGS called the previous question. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I desire to offer an 
amendment to the bill. Ido not desire to make 
any remarks, as the amendment will speak for 
itself. | wish a vote of the House upon it. 

Mr. GIDDINGS., 
read, 


I will hear the amendment 


The amendment was read, and is as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert the 
following: 


‘That the act to establish a court for the investigation of 
claims against the United States, approved February 24, 


1855, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I cannot consent to have 
the amendment received, and therefore I insist 
upon my call for the previous question, 

Mr. WALKER. I ask the gentleman from 
Ohio to withdraw his call for the previous ques- 
tion, that I may offer an amendment to the amend- 
ment of the gentteman from Arkansas. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, I cannot. 

Mr. WALKER. I state my purpose to be 
this: I think the only defect in the organic law 
of that court was of this character—that instead 


of taking this business from the two Houses of 


Congress 
The SPEAKER, Debate is not in order. 
Mr. WALKER. My object is to propose an 
amendment providing that the decisions of this 
court shall be final, save and except that an ap- 
fo may be taken to the Supreme Court of the 


hited States, so as to give this court the char- || branch of the Military Academy of the United States. 


acter of a court in fact. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 
the previous question. 


Mr. WALKER. I wish to inquire of the Chair | 


whether, in the event of the defeat of the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Arkansas, it 


cated ? 


Tratton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walker, Cadwalader 
C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Isracl Washburn, 
Watson, Welch, Wells, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—108. 

NAYS — Messrs. Allison, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocoek, 
Branch, Brenton, Burnett, John P. Campbell, Carlile, 
Caskie, Clawson, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Colfax, Cox, Crawford, Day, Denver, Dowdell, Etheridge, 
Foster, Goode, Greenwood, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, 
Hickman, Houston, George W. Jones, Kidwell, Knight, 
Knox, Leiter, Letcher, Lindley, Humphrey Marshall, 
Matteson, MceMullin, Smith Miller, Millson, Norton, An- 
drew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Phelps, Powell, Puryear, 


Quitman, Reade, Ready, Robbins, Ruffin, Rust, Seward, | 


Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stephens, 
Todd, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Waldron, Warner, Wat- 
kins, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright—66. 

So the bill was passed. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. PELTON stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Vavk, had been obliged to leave the Hall on ac- 
count of sickness. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table; which 


| latter motion was agreed to. 


MILITARY ACADEMY AT THE HERMITAGE. 
Mr. ZOLLICOFFER asked and obtained leave 


to introduce the following resolution; which was 


read, considered, and agreed to: 


| the late residence of Andrew Jackson, deceased, including | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of accepting the 
tender by the State of Tennessee of five hundred acres of 


|| the mansion, tomb, and other improvements known as “ the 


I insiet upon my call for 


Hermitage,”’ on the condition that it be used as a site fora 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message in writing was received from the 


| President of the United States, by Siwwey Wes- 


sTER, his Private Secretary. 


is competent to offer the amendment I have indi- 


The SPEAKER. The amendment of the gen- | 


tleman from Arkansas was not admitted. The 


it only shat the amendment might be read for in- 
formation. 


Mr. WALKER. 
down the previous question, 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I understand that the 
gentleman from Ohio had permitted my amend- 


DETROIT CUSTOM-HOUSE, ETC. 


Mr. HOWARD. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to have the Committee of the Whole 


| on the state of the Union discharged from the 


ntleman from Ohio had the floor, and yielded || further consideration of a joint resolution for 


_ enlarging the custom-house, post office, and court- 


| house at Detroit, Michigan. 


I hope the House will vote | 


'| for that purpose. 


ment to be introduced that it might be voted upon. | 


The SPEAKER. 
read for information, 

‘The previous quesUon was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. 

Mr, GREENWOOD, I move to la 
upon the table; and upon that motion 
the yeas and nays. 


the bill 


It was only allowed to be | 


Mr. LETCHER. 


I object. 
Mr. HOWARD. 


I move to suspend the rules 
a 


The question was taken by division; and there 


were but twenty members voting in the affirma- 
tive. 


Mr. HOWARD called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered; only 


| nineteen members voting therefor. 


demand | 


So the rules were not suspended, 
HEIRS OF W. S. DERRICK. 
Mr. HICKMAN. I rise to a privileged ques- 





' 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





|| director of the department of 
|| tional medical officers, and to invite your perusal, also, of 


| paid on the hospital muster roll, with the rank 

pay, and emoluments of sergeants of ordnance. 
The third section allows to soldiers acting as 

_cooks and nurses the extra pay allowed to sol- 
diers on fatigue duty by the act of August 4, 

| 1854. 

| Mr. MORGAN. I object. 

| Mr. FAULKNER. move to suspend the 

rules; and I call for the yeas and nays. 

| The yeas and nays were ordered, 

| Mr. FAULKNER. I ask the permission of 


|| the House to have read a very short docummnt 


| on this subject. 
The following letter was thereupon read: 
Sureceon GENERAL’s Orrice, July 18, 1856. 


| 
| 
i| Sir: It has become my duty to submit for your consid. 


eration the inclosed commugjecation from the medical 
Pacific, calling for addi- 


|| the indorsement thereon by Major General Wool. 


| With the present numerical force of the medical staff, it 
| is impossible for me to meet this and other constantly 
| recurring demands for medical officers. Nearly one half 
| of the entire appropriation for the medical and hospital 
| department is now annually expended for the services of 
| private physicians, who in many cases are necessarily em- 
| ployed at exorbitant rates of pay, and who oftentimes do 
| not possess the professional acquirements which the officers 
| and soldiers have a right to expect. 
It has been a source of no little embarrassment to me, in 
| the discharge of my duties, that the last Congress, in creat- 
ing an additional military force of four regiments, omitted 
| to provide for a corresponding increase in the number of 
| medical officers. The necessity for such increase having 
| been officially represented, there is no doubt that the prop- 
| osition would have been favorably entertained by Congress 
at the time the new corps were raised. 

The provision for the additional medical officers, how- 
| ever, was accidentally omitted in the general bill which 
| provided for the additional military force, and thus was 
| lost the proposition to increase the medical staff of the 

Army. 
| [have the honor to be, very respectfully, you® obedient 
TH: LAWSON, Surgeon General. 


| Hon. Jerrerson Davis, Secretary of War. 


| servant, 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 

| 108, nays 61; as follows: 

| YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Barclay, Bell, Hendley S. Ben- 

| nett, Benson, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, 

| Buffinton, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Lewis 

| D. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Chaffee, Comins, 
Covode, Cragin, Timothy Davis, Day, Denver, Dick, Dow- 
dell, Edie, Edmundson, Elliott, Emrie, English, Eustis, 
Evans, Faulkner, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Thomas L. 
Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hickman, Thomas R. 
Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, 
King, Knapp, Kunkel, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, Max- 
well, McMullin, Smith Miller, Millson, Moore, Morrill, 
Mott, Nichols, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, 
Pringle, Purviance, Quitman, Ritchie, Rivers, Robbins, 
Roberts, Rust, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Shorter, Samuel A. 
Smith, Stephens, Swope, Tappan, Taylor, Thorington, 
Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Wakeman, Walker, Cadwalader 
C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Wells, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Woodruff, Wood- 
worth, and Daniel B. Wright—108. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Barbour, James H. Campbell, 
Ezra Clark, Clawson, Howell Cobb, Williamson K. W. 
Cobb, Colfax, Cox, Crawford, Cumback, Damrell, David- 
son, Dean, Dodd, Durfee, Etheridge, Galloway, Giddings, 
Harlan, Houston, Hughston, Knight, Knox, Lake, Leiter, 
Letcher, Mace, McCarty, Killian Miller, Morgan, Murray, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Pearce, Powell, Puryear, 
Reade, Ready, Richardson, Ruffin, Savage, Seward, Sher- 
man, Simmons, William R. Smith, Srieed, Spinner, Stan- 
ton, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Walbridge Waldron, 
Watkins, Watson, Wood, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer 
—61. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 
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HOMESTEAD BILL. 





vr. GROW. Lask the unanimous consent of 
ua He use to have the Committee of the Whole 
‘he state of the Union disclgarged from the 
. ow» consideration of the homestead bill, that 
pe be considered at this time. 
‘Objection was made. ; 
Mr. GROW. I move to suspend the rules for 


furthe 


hat purpose. 


that PAPYRLISLE. On that I call for the yeas 


and nays. 
i he ‘yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
105, nays 62; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 
penson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bowie, Bradshaw, Buffinton, 
Rurnett, James H. Campbell, Caruthers, Chaffee, Ezra 
vjark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, 
(ymback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, Denver, 
Dick. Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Florence, Galloway, 
Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Thomas 
\,. Harris, Holloway, ‘Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B 
i vton, Hughston, Kelly, Kelsey, Kennett, Knapp, Knight, 
Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Lindley, Mace, Alex- 

ior K. Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, Me- 
: uty, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, 
petit, Porter, Pringle, Purviance, Richardson, Ritchie, 
Pobbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, 
cqmuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Tappan, Thorington, 
Todd, Tratton, Wade, Wakeman, Watbridge, Waldron, 
Cadwalader C® Washburne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburne, Watson, Welch, Wells, Williams, Wood, 
Woodruff, Woodworth, and John V. Wright—105. 

NAYS— Messrs, Aiken, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bo- 
cock, Bovee, Branch, Broom, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, 
Caskie, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craw- 
wd, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Dowdell, Edmund- 
«on, Etheridge, Evans, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, 
‘lerbert, Hickman, Houston, George W. Jones, Kidwell, 
Lake, Leteher, Humphrey Marshall, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Moore, Nichols, Orr, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, 
Ready, Rivers, Ruffin, Seward, Shorter, Sneed, Stephens, 
swope, Taylor, Thurston, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, 
Wamer, Watkins, oe Winslow, and Daniel B. 


Wright—62. 
So (two thirds not having voted in favor there- 
of) the rules were not suspended. 


LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL 
APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve it- 
self into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union for the purpose of taking up House 
bill No. 202. It is very important that the House 
should at once dispose of the appropriation bill. 

Mr. CARLILE. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Ohio to withdraw that motion for one mo- 
ment, and allow me to introduce a bill. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It is too late in the session 
now to make that appeal. 

Mr. CARLILE. I have been trying for three 
weeks to get the floor. 

The question was taken on Mr. Campse.u’s 
motion; and there were, on a division—ayes 101, 
noes 27. 

Mr. MILLER, of Indiana, called for the yeas 
and pays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the || 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


(Mr. Havenin the chair,) and resumed the con- | 


sideration of House bill (No. 202) making appro- 
priauons for the legislative, executive, and judicial 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1857; the question pending 
being upon the following amendment offered by 
Mr. Campsett, of Ohio: 


Pages 4, 5, and 6, strike out lines eighty-four to one hun- | 


dred and fourteen inclusive, and insert as follows : 

For binding documents, $125,000. 

For furniture, repairs, and boxes for books, $15,000. 

For stationery, $15,000. 

For horses, carriages, and saddle horses, $5,000. 

For fuel, oil, and candles, $2,500. 

For hewspapers, $12,500. 

For engraving, electrotyping, and lithographing, $125,000. 

For Capitol police, $5,490. 

For miscellaneous items, $250,000. 

Por pages and mail boys, $8,400. 

For folding documents, including pay of folders, folding 
Paper, twine, and paste, $40,000. 

or twenty-four copies of the Congressional Globe and 

ppendix foreach member and Delegate of the first session 
of the Thirty-Fourth Congress, $34,704. 
For binding twenty-four copies of the Congressional Globe 
and Appendix for each member and Delegate of the first 
Session of the Thirty-Fourth Congress, $16,757 92. 

For twenty-four copies of the Congressional Globe and 
Appendix for each member and Delegate of the second ses- 
sou of the Thirty-Fourth Congress, $17,352. 
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For binding twenty-four copies of the Congressional Globe 
and Appendix for each member and Delegate of the second 
session of the Thirty Fourth Congress, 23.676 

For reporting and publishing the proceedings of the House 
of Representatives, $15,620, in addition to the unexpendéd 
balance of the appropriauion contained in act approved 15th 
May, 1856, for the same purpose, prior to the Ist July, 1856. 

For clerks on land maps, clerks to committees, and tem- 
porary clerks in the office of the Clerk of the House of Rep 
rescntatives, $28,460. 

For one hundred copies of the Congressional Globe and 
Appendix, and for binding the same, for the first and second 
sessions of the Thirty-Fourth Congress tor the House Li 
brary, $4,500, 

For furniture for committee-rooms in the south wing of 
the extension of the Capitol, $10,000, 


Mr. ORR. I propose to amend the amendment 
by reducing the appropriation to $199,000. On 
Saturday last I stated to the committee that the 


| amount proposed to be aparegnene under the | 
1 iarger than here- || 


head of miscellaneous was muc 


| tofore. I have before me the act of 1854, the 


| long session of the last Congress, and I find that | 


the item under the head of *‘miscellaneous”’ for the 


contingent fund of the House was $30,000. Under | 


the act of 1855, the short session of the same 
Congress, the appropriation for miscellaneous 
items was $30,000. The proposition now before 
the committee is to increase this item from 1855 
to 1856, from $30,000 to $250,000. 
long skip. One hundred and eighty thousand 
dollars is accounted for by the resolution provid- 
ing for the purchase of books for the new mem- 
' bers. Twenty thousand dollars more is accounted 
for to pay the expenses of contested elections, 
still leaving $50,000, for which no details have 


been given? I desire to ask the chairman of the | 
Committee of Ways and Means whatare the items || 


of this appropriation? 
| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
| the information of the gentleman and the com- 
| mittee, that I have ascertained, by inquiry at the 
Clerk’s office, that a portion of the increase now 
proposed is forthe payment of outstanding debts 
allowed by the Committee on Accounts. As I 
have before stated, $180,000 is necessary to meet 
the resolution of the House providing books for 


item of miscellaneous to avoid any difficulty that 
might arise in the Senate or at the Treasury De- 
partment, in consequence of the non-repeal of the 
third section of the act making appropriations to 
supply deficiencies, &c., approved March 3, 1853. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I should like to know how 
much the books voied to each member under this 
resolution are to cost? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman can sit 
down and make the calculation for himself. I 
| think it is about $1,268 85. It has also been 
| stated that the item for paying the per diem and 
| mileage of contestants is very large. The other 
items are contingencies that must necessarily 
arise, but which are very difficult to specify. By 
way of illustration I will state, that there 1s now 
a select committee in session for investigating 
into contracts for the erection of custom-houses 
and other public buildings. They have sum- 
moned before them witnesses from various parts 
of the country—one, I think, from Lake Supe- 


is impossible for the Clerk to state the precise 
amount that will be required to meet these con- 
tingent expenses. 

r. ORR 


did not at first understand the reason for increas- 
|| ing this item under the head of miscellaneous 





GLOBE. 


Itisa pretty i 


I will state, for | 


the new members. This item was put into the | 


rior, one from Milwaukee, another perhaps from | 
Mobile, and others from remote parts of the | 
country. Gentlemen will very readily see that it | 


. With the consent of the committee, | 
| I will withdraw my amendment, and, for the || 
urpose of making a single remark, will renew it. | 


1915 - 


‘law. I have as much confidence in the Clerk of 
| the House as any one; but the sum of $250,000 
is too much to place in the discretion of any man 
to expend. I think it would be much better to 
add a proviso repealing the law; and | confess I 
was surprised the other day, that the House, 
with this clausetaring them in the face, should 
undertake to Cistribute $180,000 worth of books, 
by a resolution of their own, without the con- 
currence of the Senate. Il think it would be 
better now, that we should reduce this contingent 
| fund to $70,000, insert a clause appropriating 
$180,000 to purchase books, and in that clause 
repeal the law of 1854, which requires their dis- 
tribution to be authorized by both Houses of 
| Congress. 

Mr. PHELPS. I oppose the amendment of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, although 1 
am in favor of some modification of the amend- 
| ment of the Committee of Ways and Means. As 
| lam in favor of such modification, I desire to 
| say that the amendment of the commitiee was 
acted on during my absence. Ii is my wish that 

the amendment submitted by the Committee of 

Ways and Means shill be modified so as to 

express the sum which shall be appropriated for 
the purchase of books to be distributed among 
| the new members of the House of Representa- 
| tives. The estimates show that, to supply books 
| for members entitled to them, and in cases of 
| vacancies where new members shall be electe 
| &ec., there will be required the sum of $186,000. 
Again, there is an additional estimate presented 
| 

| 

| 








which is unusual in its amount. I mean the item 
of pay and mileage of persons who have con- 
|| tested the seats of members and Delegates. It 
| amounts to $20,000. Deducting these amounts 
| we have left $44,000 for the purpose of defraying 
the miscellaneous expenditures of the House of 
| Representatives. 1 am of opinion that, perhaps, 
| that amount is not too great at the present time. 
Therefore, if the gentleman from Ohio will mod- 
ify his amendment in the manner I have indicated, 
the proposition, I think, will be satisfactory. 

There is another reason why it should be 
adopted. The law which the gentleman from 
| South Carolina has cited precludes the expendi- 
ture of this money-for the purchase of books for 
new members, unless it be so specified; and | am 
in favor of so specifying it in the appropriatien 
bill as it has been done in preceding appropriation 
bills, under resolutions of a similar character. 

Mr. ORR, by unanimous consent, withdrew 
| his amendment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will modify the amend- 
ment as suggested by my colleague on the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. I modify it so as 
to provide for miscellaneous items the sum of 
| $70,000, and add at the end of the amendment 
| $182,000 for books; $182,000 will provide for one 
| hundred and thirty-four new members, three 
| vacancies, and four deaths. 
| The Clerk read the amendment as modified, as 
| follows: 

For miscellaneous items, #7,000. 

For books voted to the members of the House of Repre 
sentatives by the resolution of said House of July 7, 1856 
$182,765 85. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I propose an amendment 
to the amendment, not from the Committee of 
| Ways and Means, but on my own account. It 
| is as follows: 


For extra compensation to the clerks, sergeant-at-arms, 
and reporters of the Kansas investigating committee, $300 
each, $2,400. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I rise to a question of 
'| order. There is no existing law authorizing any 
i such appropriation, and the amendment is there- 








expenses from $30,000 to $250,000. 1 now under- || fore not in order under the 81st rule. 


stand, from the chairman of the Committee of 


Ways and Means, that the object is to evade the | 
law in violation of which the resolution for pur- | 


chasing books was passed some weeks ago. It 
will be recollected that [ notified the House, at 


under it, the Clerk of the House could not buy 
those books, and pay for them, because there was 
|| an express law providing that no books of the 
description contemplated by that resolution should 
be distributed, without the concurrence of both 
|| Houses. 
| item is to evade the law which stands upon your 
| statute-book. Now, sir, I would suggest that 
it would be better to place this appropriation ina 


| 
| 
| the time of the pasar of that resolution, that, | 
| 


i 





It appears now, however, that this | 


separate item, and add a proviso repealing the | 


Mr. PHELPS. I will make a suggestion. 
The investigation which took place in Kansas 
was under a resolution of this House. Ten thou- 
sand dollars was appropriated for that purpose, 
and the committee was vested with full power to 
employ assistant sergeants-at-arms and clerks 
at such compensation as they deemed just and 
proper. The committee have executed that power, 
and I am unwilling to revise it. I think the point 
of order is well taken. ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that the point of order is well taken, and that 
the amendment is out of order. 

Mr. SAVAGE. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by adding a proviso that the clerk shall dis- 
tribute none but new books to the members ot 
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this House. Mr. Chairman, asl understand it, 
and I speak from personal experience, the books 
which are distributed under this resolution are 
many of them worthless. They are old books 
which, perhaps, have been used twenty or thirty 
times before in distribution to members of Con- 
gress. They are purchased up atone dollar and 
one dollar and fifty cents per volume, and mem- 
bers are charged five and six dollars per volume 
for them. If we intend to give gentlemen a 
bonus we had better give them what is worth 
something, and not have the proposition in such 
shape that certain men make immense profits, 
while members of Congress have to bear all the 
blame of having received large sums from the 
public Treasury, when, in fact, they have re- 
ceived little or nothing. They receive only old, 
worn-out books, which have traveled to Tennes- 
see and Maine and Arkansas and ‘Texas, and are 
now brought back to be again sent on their 
travels, 

The question was taken on Mr. Savace’s 
amendment; and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. BRANCH. I move to reduce the appro- 
priation $20,000; and my object in doing so is to 
ask the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means for information in regard to an item 
which I find in the amended estimate of the Clerk. 
ltem nineteen is, ‘‘clerks on land maps."’ | 
would like to know who those clerks on land 

ps are? 

Mr. PHELPS. That matter is capable of a 
very easy explanation. I think it was in 1848 
thatthe Committee on Public Lands reported a 
resolution, which was adopted by the House, 
requiring that the quantity of vacant lands in the 
several land districts, the lands which were en- 
tered either by private sale or by land warrants, 
and the lands given to the various States of this 


* Union for railroad purposes, should be indicated 


upon maps, so that by a mere inspection of them 
you could tell what those lands were. Those 
maps were to be filed with the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives for the use of the Committee 
on Public Lands. For the purpose of locaung 
land warrants, and to ascertain those other facts 
which [ have mentioned, it is necessary that the 
clerks should be continued in the employment of 
coloring those maps to represent the lands which 
have either been purchased with money or taken 
up by land warrants. If the gentleman will go 
to the room of the Committee on Public Lands, 
he will see some of the maps prepared under the 
resolution to which I have referred. 

Mr. BRANCH I did not question that there 
was an existing law which authorized an appoint- 
ment of these clerks. My object was to ascer- 
tain upon what kind of work they were employed; 
and [| would like to know from my friend from 
Missouri, what number of clerks are thus en- 
gaged, under the resolution which he has referred 
to? 

Mr. PHELPS. Nine, I believe; and the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands of the last Congress 
urged that that number of clerks should be con- 
tinued, and the appropriation is recommended in 
pursuance of an existing resolution. 

Mr. BRANCH. | am very far fram being sat- 
isfied that this item should be continued in the 
bill. if 1 understand the gentleman, we have en- 
gaged now, and have had since 1848, nine clerks 
in preparing maps indicating what lands are sold, 
what unsold, and whether sold for cash, credit, or 
land warrants; and I confess [ do not see wherein 
such maps can be of any utility to this House or 
to the Committee on Public Lands, which can 
justify the incurring of such an expenditure. All 
the information indicated by my friend from Mis- 
souri, if f understand the system of business done 
at the Land Office, can be obtained at the Land 
Office in this city, in a better form than from the 
maps constructed under the direction cf this 
House. I can conceive of no justification for in- 
curring, or for permitting the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands of this House to continue, such an ex- 

enditure for such an object, and more particu- 
arly when, according to the explanation of the 
genteman. from Missouri, this is to be an interm- 
inable expenditure. It is not a specific job which 
is to be terminated, and the expense of which is 
to be terminated, but it is to go on increasing from 
year to year, as We open more extensive fields of 
the public lands, 


Mr. PHELPS. 


I desire to enter into no ex- 


ie 
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| tended discussion upon this subject. The Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means have contented them- 
selves—and they deemed it their duty to do so— 
to Feport in the appropriation bills such expendi- 

| tures as were authorized by existing law, or by 

| resolutions of this House. ‘Itis not the province 
of the Committee of Ways and Means to intro- 
duce into appropriation bills repealing clauses. 
That is not a part of their duty. Itis no more 
the duty of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
than itis of any other committee, or of any mem- 
ber of the House, to introduce an amendment 
or a clause repealing any resolution which this 

| House may have passed. And besides that, we 
are forbidden by the rules of the House to incor- 
porate any such matter in an appropriation bill. 
Hence we were compelled to appropriate this 
estimate, and it did not fall within the province 
of the Committee of Ways and Means to inquire 
into the necessity of such expenditure, so long as 
the law provided for it; and we were compelled 
to appropriate that amount. If the gentleman 
desires to repeal that resolution, there is no easier 
way than to introduce a resolution for that pur- 
pose. 

Mr. BRANCH. lam very far from reproving 
the Committee of Ways and Means for inserting 
that item, as it was their duty to do so; but! still 
insist that it is within the power of the House, 
in this most effectual method, to cut off this abuse. 

Mr. PHELPS. If to-morrow the House will 
pass a resolution discontinuing the work upon 
these maps, the mgney, though appgopriated, 
will not be paid any further than for work already 
done. 

| The question was then taken on Mr. Brancn’s 
|} amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 move to reduce 
the item of $15,000. I move the amendment 
merely for the purpose of getting an explanatioff. 

| According to this miscellaneous document, (No. 
133,) itis proposed to appropriate for clerks on 
land maps, clerks for committees, and temporar 
clerks for the Clerk’s office, $28,460. I think this 
item for temporary Clerk’s in the office is a new 
/one, and is not necessary. The Clerk of this 
House now has, under his appointment, some 
ten clerks, at a salary of $1,800 each per annum. 
For what purpose he wants temporary clerks | 
|}am not informed. I think this is the first time 
it has been put in the estimate, and it is included 
| in the amount necessary to pay the clerks upon 
| the land maps and the clerks to committees, which 
;are not otherwise provided for in this bill by 
| specific salaries; and after that is paid it will leave 
| a balance of—I do not know how much, for I do 
| not know how much will be required for these 
| eight or nine clerks upon the land maps, nor do 
I know how much will be required for the clerks 
for committees; but it will leave several thousand 
| dollars to be expended at the discretion of the 
| Clerk in the employment of temporaryclerks. I 
ask for information what proportion of that item 
is for temporary clerks, and what is the necessity 
for it? 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It has been usual 
| to provide for the payment of temporary clerks 
| to attend to business at the close of the session 
| when they are required by the pressure of busi- 
ness. The temporary clerks of the House are 
| unable at that time to discharge fully the duties 
of the Clerk’s department. I have never known 
the gentleman from Tennessee to find any fault 
with that system until now. 1 have no doubt 
| the present Clerk of the House will disburse that 

sum with quite as much economy and integrity 
| as the Clerks to whom the gentleman has hitherto 
| been willing to intrust that sum. 


ment of the gentleman from Ohio, as it now 
stands, be fend. 

It was read, as follows: 

For clerks on land maps, clerks on committegs, and tem- 

rary clerks in the office o 
tepresentatives, $28,460. 

Mr. JONES. I move tostrike out the words, 
**temporary clerks.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire a little information 
from the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
| and Means. 1 do not wish to interfere with this 

bill any more than I feel bound todo. The gen- 
| tleman from South Carolina has already shown 
|| that the item under the miscellaneous head, 
‘! everand abeve the amount that has been now 





Mr. JONES. I ask that the item of the amend- 


e Clerk of the House of 
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| to call the attention of the chairman of t} 
| mittee of Ways and Means is this: 


| items as it was formerly. 


| clude temporary clerks. It has not been, | 


BR. A 
— = 5S, 

separated from it on account of book . 
largely increased. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
in regard to ie 

Mr. HOUSTON. We did not hear a wo 
gentleman said. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. «I cannot be ace 


OUntah| 
for that. me 


Mr. HOUSTON. The point to whic} 


8, has been 


I have given the Teasong 
th 


rd the 


1 ] Wish 
le Com. 


s The items 
under the miscellaneous head, over and above the 


books, have been more than doubled above the 
j They have increased 
from thirty thousand dollars to about ge 


. Venty 
thousand. The miscellaneous head used 


to in. 


ew under. 
stand, under a distinct head of appropriation here. 


tofore. It is now. And yet the miscellaneous 
item is more than doubled, although part of the 
items which used to constitute the smailer amoun, 
have now been taken away, and constitute gon. 


| arate items. The item for temporary clerks js 


one. The second item for boxes for books is 
another. These items were, I understand, here. 


tofore paid under the miscellaneous head. Thoge 


and other items—for instance, one of $20,000 fo, 


| contested seats—have been always heretofore paid 


under the miscellaneous approprieion. Noy 
these three important items are withdrawn from 


| the miscellaneous head; and yet it has increased 


| from $30,000 to $70,000. 
| that. 


\ 


| 








| year. 
1] ti 





I want to understand 


The question was taken on Mr. Jones’s amend. 


| ment to the amendment; and it was not agreed 


to. 


Mr. FLAGLER. I offer the following pro. 
viso, to come in after the item for books: 


Provided, That said resolution of July 7 shall be so cop. 
strued as not to include mor@jpan one copy of “Hickey’s 
Constitution’’ to each member. 


The resolution of July 7 has been differently 
construed. Some claim that, under that head, 
members are entitled to one hundred and sixty- 
odd copies of Hickey’s Constitution for distri- 
bution, as the members of the last House were, 
Others again insist that this book is not included. 
The object, therefore which I have in view is very 
obvious. Itis tosettle this question of construe: 
tion. For myself, lam against this purchase of 
Hickey’s Constitution, because at the last session 
of Congress they were given,and I suppose, dis- 
tributed among the several districts. The districts, 
therefore, stand equal now in that respect; but 
under this resolution, a district which has changed 


| its member since last Congress, would have three 


hundred and twenty copies of this work, whilst 
a district which has not changed its represent- 
ative would only have one hundred and sixty. 
And so the inequality would go on from year to 
My object is, as I said, to settle the ques- 
tion of construction, and to have it definitely 
understood whether the resolution is or is not 
intended to include that book. I have also an 


| objection to it on another ground, namely, that 


it can be purchased for fifty or sixty-two and & 
half cents, whereas the price now allowed for it 
is a dollar. The effect of this is to pay an an- 
nuity toaclerk in the Senate of some twenty-five 
or thirty thousand dollars. 

The question being on Mr, Fiacier’s amend- 
ment, 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Leiter and 
PRINGLE were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 93, noes 72. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. ORR moved the following amendment (0 
the amendment: 


Strike out of the item for reas and publishing pre 
ceedings, &c., “815,620,” and insert, “ including the usual 
additional compensation given to the ers of the House 
for the present session— 800 eac ,420 ; °° so that the 
item as amended would read: 

For reporting and publishing the pedings of the House 
of Representatives, including the usual additional compe 
sation given to the re rs of the House for the Sa 
session — 3800 each 420, in addition to the unexpené 
balance of the a pon contained in the act re 
tame Mey, 1856, for same purpose prior to the Ist July, 
1856. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I rise to a question of 
order. I believe there is no existing law for 


paying reporters. 
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“The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the || 
yestion of order, if it is upon that ground. ; 
’ Mr. ORR. The amendment, I suppose, is 
aquestionably in order, under the third head of 
‘x]st rule—that of contingencies for carrying 
_ she different departments of Government. 
Mr. Chairman, the amendment which I have 
proposed provides for giving the reporters of the 
House $300 each beyond the compensation 
which they receive from Mr. Rives. It is the | 
game amount which has been given for the last 
wo or three sessions of Congress. i 
They receive regularly a pay sum per 
column of the Globe, whic 1, On the average, 
during the long and short sessions, has amounted 
to about nine hundred dollars each. It is an 
inadequate salary, but it is as much as Mr. Rives 
(els himself able to pay them. The House has, 
for the last three years, given these reporters 
g500 each in addition to the $900 paid them by 
Mr. Rives, making the entire compensation of 
these gentlemen about seventeen hundred dollars 
a session. | submit that this is a very small 
salary for gentlemen who serve us with as much 
fdelity, industry, and eopecity as they*do. I 
hope the amendment will be adopted. 

The amendment to the ameydment was agreed 


t 


0. 

, Mr. STANTON. I move toamend the amend- 
ment in reference to the books by adding the 
following provision: 

Provided, That Hickey’s Constitution shall not cost more 
than sixty cents per copy. 

Mr. Chairman, | desire to call the attention of 
the committee for a single moment to the princi- 
ple which it is pees to establish in the dis- 
tribution of Hickey’s Constitution; for, if I 
understand it, the resolution of the House pro- 
poses to give to each new member one hundred 
and sixty copies of this book, and that the old 
members shall have none. Now, sir, the thing 
is wholly unprecedented. A parallel case cannot 
be found in the history of Congress. These books 
are for distribution. They were given to the new 
members of the last Congress, and when the same 
members are not returned to this Congress, a like 
number will go into the same districts, while other 
districts in which the same members have been 
reélected will receive none at all. Sir, no one 
can look at so absurd a proposition and keep his 
face the propercolor. He will blush with shame 
in contemplating it. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the amendment. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
of the amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER called for tellers on the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ritrcuie and 
Suerman were appointed. 

Mr.STANTON, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 


Mr. DOWDELL. I offer the following amend- | 
ment: 


Resolved, That the boak-keeper of the Glohe Office be | 


included with the reporters, and receive the same additional 
compensation. 


_ Mr. PHELPS. 
Is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds the 
amendment to be out of order. 

The question was put on Mr. Campse.y’s 
amendment as amended; and on a division of the 
committee, there were—ayes 92, noes 23. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WasHBurn | 
and Hueuston were appointed. 

The question was taken on Mr. Camppe.y’s 
amendment, as amended; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 102, noes 18. 

So the amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 
i Mr. NICHOLS. I offer the following amend- | 

ent: 
Strike out the following: 


For contingent expenses of his office, viz: for blank , 
oks, stationery, postage, advertising for proposals “for 
Paper, and miscellaneous items, $1,000 ; 
and insert in lieu thereof as follows: 


Por contingent expenses of his office, viz: for blank 
‘ks, stationery, postage, advertising for proposals for 


paper, furniture, traveling expenses,’ and miscellaneous 
Hems, $2,300, . a , 


Mr. Chairman, by reason of the extension of 


Is debate in order? 
It is in order to oppose 


Well, sir, I am in favor 


I submit that the amendment 


| 
| of said building shall be vested in the United States, until 
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Printing, additional furniture is required, and the 


|! amendment is submitted to cover that expense. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. NICHOLS. 1 offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in after the clause just read, mak- 
ing an appropriation for the printing of the second 
session of the present Congress: 

For procuring drawings to illustrate the Patent Office 


report, for the year 1856, 36,000; to be expended under the | 


direction of the Commissioner of Patents. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 


the following amendment, to come in after line 
one hundred and seventy-five of the bill: 

To enable the Secretary of State to pay for the services 
of a messenger sent to the government of Texas upon the 


passage by Congress of the ‘Texas indemnity bill, im 1850, 
500. 


‘The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am instructed 


by the Committee of Ways and Means to offer 
the following amendment: 


To enable the Secretary of State to purchase five hundred 
copies of the three volumes of the Diplomatic Correspond 
ence of the United States, from 1783 to 1789, $7,500. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. 


hundred and fifty-third line: 


For constructing and completing certain public buildings. — 
For the purpose of constructing a building at Ogdensburg, | 


St. Lawrence county, New York, for a custom house, post 


office, and United States court rooms, together with ten | 


per cent. thereon to cover the contingent expenses for archi 
tects, superintendents, advertising, &c., &e., and so much 


as may be required to purchase a site for said building, | 
$50,000: Provided, That no money hereby appropriated | 
| shall be used or applied (or the purpose mentioned, until a | 
valid title to the land tor the site of said buiiding shall be | 


vested in the United States; and until the State of New 


| York shall also duly release and relinquish to the United 


States the right to tax or in any way assess said site, or the 
property of the United States that may be thereon during 
the time that the United States shall be or remain the owner 
thereof. 

For the purpose of constructing a building at Nashville, 
Tennessee, for a custom-louse, post office, and United 
States court rooms, together with ten per cent. thereon to 
cover the contingent expenses for architects, superintend 
ents, advertising, &c., and so much as may be required to 
purchase a site for said building, $95,000: Provided, That 
no money hereby appropriated shall be used or applied tor 
the purpose mentioned, until a valid tithe to the land for the 
site of such building shall be vested in the United States ; 
and until the State of Tennessce shall also duly release 


and relinquish to the United States the right to tax or in |} 
any way assess said site, or the property of the United | 
| States that may be thereon during the time thatthe United 


States shall be or remain the owner thereof. 
For enabling the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to enlarge the 


building now in progress of erection, to be used asa cus- 


tom house and post office, at Toledo, in the State of Ohio, 


by the addition of another story, and otherwise, as he may | 


find expedient, the sum of $30,000 is hereby appropriated, 
with ten per centum thereon for contingencies: Provided, 


| That no money shali be paid under this resolution until the 
| Secretary of the Treasury shal! have made a contract, with 
such security as he shall approve, for the completion of the 


entire building at a cost within the sum heretofore and 
hereby appropriated therefor. 

To enable the Secretary of the Interior to take a perpet- 
ual lease to the United States from the board of supervisors 


of the county of Ontario, New York, free of taxes, or other | 


charges of any sort, so many rooms in the court-house in 
Canandaigua, in said county, about to be erected, as may be 
necessary for the proper accommodation of the United 
States courts holden in said town, and their officers, and 
for the purposes of a post office in said town, $12,000: Pro- 
vided, That no part of this appropriation shall be paid until 


| it shall be certified by the judges of said courts that the said 
rooms are provided, and are suitable for the purposes afore- | 
said, and the said lease made and approved by the judges 


of said courts. 

For purchase of a site and erection of a suitable building 
at Springfield, Illinois, for a land office, court- house, post 
office, and other public purposes, $50,000 ; Provided, That 
no money hereby appropriated shall be used or applied for 
the purpose mentioned until a valid title to the land for the 
site of said building shall be vested in the United States, 
and until the State of Tilinois shall also duly relinquish and 
release to the United States the right to tax or in any way 
assess said site, or the property of the United States that 
may be thereon, during the time that the United States 
shall be or remain the owner thereof. 

For the purchase of a site and the erection of a suitable 
buifling at Columbia, South Carolina, for a court-house, post 
office, ‘ xd ether public purposes, $50,000 : Provided, That no 
money hereby appropriated shall be used or applied for the 
purpose mentioned until a valid title to the land for the site 


the State of South Carolina shall also duly relinquish and 
release to the United States the right to tax, or in any way 
assess said site, or the property of the United States that 
may be thereon during the time that the United States shall 
be or remain the owner thereof. 

For the completion of the custom-house at Pensacoia, 


a —— - — - —_ ao nae 
| the rooms which have heretofore accommodated | 
the office of the Superintendent of the Public | 


L am instructed | 
by the Committee of Ways and Means to offer | 


I offer the follow- | 
ing amendment, to come in at the end of the three | 
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ee. 


Flonda, in addition to the amount heretofore appropriated, 
$5,000 

That the sum of $20,000, with ten per cent. thereon to 
cover contingencies, aml so mach as may be required to 
purchase a suitable site, be, and the same is hereby, appro 
prated, out of any money m the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, for the construction in the city of Perth Am 
boy, in the State of New Jersey, for the accommodation of 
a custom house and post effice, of a bck building per 
fectly fire proof, with fluors constructed of iron beams and 
|) brick aud an iron roof of forty-five by thirty two 
|| feet, and thirty two feet bigh: Provided, That no money 
hereby appropriated shall be used or applied forthe purpose 
mentioned unul a valid title to the land for the site of said 
building shall be vested in the United States, and until the 
|| State of New Jersey shall also duly retinquish and release 
}| ta the United States the right to tax or in any Way assess 
said site, or the property of the United States that may be 
thereon, during the ume that the United States shall be or 
remain the Owner thereof, 

For the purchase of a site and the erection of a suitable 
building at Jefferson City, Missouri, for a court house, post 
office, and other public purposes, 850,000: Provided, That 
no money hereby appropriated shall be used or applied for 
the purpose mentioned, until a valid title to the land forthe 
site of said building shall be vested in the United States; 
until the State of Missouri shall also duly relinquish and 
release to the United States the right to tax. or in any way 
assess said site or the property of the United States that 
may ggthereon, during the time that the United States may 
own the same. 





arches, 


Pending the reading of the amendment, 

Mr. LETCHER said: I rise to a questien of 
order. Itis not in erderas an amendment to this 
bill. 

Mr. HARRIS. 
is not in order? 

Mr.LETCHER. There isno law authorizing 

| the construction of these buildings which you 
are providing for in your amendment, 

Mr. HARRIS. There is a law of necessity 
for it. 

Mr. LETCHER. These sums are not neces- 
sary to continue works for which appropriations 
were heretofore made. 

Mr. PHELPS. The amendment is not ger- 
mane to the subject under consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 
the portion read is not in order; but is unable to 
decide whether the residue of the amendment is 
in order. 

Mr. LETCHER. If part of it is out of order, 
| is not all out of order? 

|| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the 
amendment read before it pronounces on the point 
of order. 
| ‘The reading of the amendment was resumed 
; and eeuieied 
Mr. LETCHER. I now raise the question of 
order. My point of order is that the amendment 
is not germane to the bill, and that the appropri- 
|| ations provided for there are not in accordance 
| with existing law, nor are they necessary in ad- 
|| dition to former appropriations. 
|| Mr. HARRIS. Isthe point of orderdebatable? 
| The CHAIRMAN. The question of order is 
The Chair sustains the point of 
| order,and thinks very clearly that the amendment 
is not in order, 


Mr. HARRIS. 


I should like to know why it 


not debatable. 


| I appeal from that decision. 

| The question was taken, and the decision of 
| the Chair was sustained as the judgment of the 
| committee. 

Mr. BALL. I am instructed by the Gommittee 

| on Public Buildings and Grounds to offer the 
| following amendment: 
Strike out lines three handred and ninety-nine, four hun- 
| dred, and four hundred and one, as follows: “ For com- 
| pensation of the Commissioner of Public Buildings, and 
| tht clerk in his office, $3,200,” and insert, 


For compensation of the Commissioner of Public Buiid- 
ings, $2,000. 
For compensation of clerk in the office of the Commis- 


sioner of Public Buildings, at the rate of $1,400 per annum, 
from July 1, 1855, $1,680. 


Mr.CAMPBELL. [I rise to aquestion of order. 
This amendment is to change existing law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that the amendment is not in order, inasmuch as 
it proposes to change existing law. 


Mr. BALL. I am instracted by the same 
committee to offer the following amendment: 
For stationery, blank-books, plans, drawing, and other 


contingent expenses of the office of the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings, $250. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BOWIE. I move to amend by inserting, 
after line four hundred and fifty-eight, the follow- 
ing: 

For arrears of salary due Randell Pegg, as night-wateb in 
the Patent Office, g1e8. 
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order; it is a private claim. 
Mr. BOWIE. It is for arrears of salary due 
under existing laws. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that it 


is ¢ private claim, and rules it out of order. 

Mr. STANTON. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

From the following paragraph, strike out the words 
* Kaneas and:”’ ; 

For compensation of the surveyor general of Kansas and 
Nebraska, and the clerks in his office, $8,001 09. 

[Cries of ** Withdraw the amendment!’’] 

Mr. LETCHER. I should like to have the 
reason for the amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. Let us vote on it. 
the quickestwway to dispose of it. 

‘The amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. FAULKNER. 


amendment: 


That is 


I move the following || 


For compensation to an accountant conversant with mil- | 


itary accounts, and the laws and regulations governing the 1} 


same, to be employed inthe War Department, $2,500. The 
said accountant to perform such duties, in connecagn with 
the examination and settiement of military accounts re 
quiring the action of the Secretary of War, and with the 
accounts of appropriations and expenditures for military 
purposes, as the said Secretary may, from time to time, 
assign hin. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. There is no law creating any such 
office, and the amendment is therefore out of 
order. 

Mr. FAULKNER. There is no law; but I 
hold the amendment to be in order. The 81st 
rule is as follows: 

‘No appropriation shall be reported in such general ap- 
propriation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto, 
for any expenditure not previously authorized by law, un- 
less in continuation of appropriations for such public works 
and objects as are already in progress, and for the contin- 
gencies for carrying on the several departments of Govern- 
ment.” 

Congress has devolved on the War Department 
the settlement of accounts under existing law, 
and itis impossible for the Secretary of War to get 
through with them without the assistance of such 
an accountant as is provided for by the amend- 
ment. tis inorder as one of the ** contingencies 
for carrying on the several departments of Gov- 
ernment,’’ and I hope the Chair will so decide. 


The CHAIRMAN, Debate is not in order. 


The Chair thinks the amendment is not in order, | 


inasmuch as it proposes to create and fill an office 
ata given salary. 


ment: 

For compensation for four additional clerks of class No. 1, 
to be emploved by the Secretary of War for the use of the 
(Quartermaster General's office, $4,800. 

Mr. LETCHER. I raise the point that the 
amendment is not in order, because it provides 
for the salary of clerks unauthorized by any ex- 
isting law. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair feels bound to 


eay that the amendment is not in order, although | 


heretofore such amendments have been inserted 
into appropriation bills. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I feel it to be my duty to 
take an appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

‘The question was taken; and the decision of 
the Chatr was sustained. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. TI am instructed 
by the Committee of Ways and Means to move 
to strike out lines six hundred and thirty-six and 
six hundred and thirty-seven, as follows: 


* For blank books and stationery, $500. 
* For miscellaneous items, 8250 ;” 


and insert, 
e og biank books, stationery, and miscellaneous items, 
750. 
I would simply say that the object of the 


} 


| 


amendment is to combine those items for the 


purpose of simplifying the account. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. | am instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to move to strike 
out lines six hundred and seventy-eight and six 
hundred and seventy-nine, as follows: ‘ 

** For paper, and printing blanks, for the Post Office De 
partment, $91,500.” 

That item has been transferred to the bill 


making appropriations for the Post Office De-| 


partment, 
The amendment was agreed to. 


| Committee of Ways and Means to offer the fol- 
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lowing additional clause to the appropriations for | 


the Mint at Philadelphia: 
For the purchase of new fixtures and machinery, $21,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 
| offer the following amendment: 


For increased compensation to clerks in the branch mint 
at New Orleans, under the twenty-third section of the act 
of 23d March, 1855, for the year ending 30th June, 1856, 
$600. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


I am also instructed to 


Iam directed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to offer the following | 
amendment, in order to make the appropriation || 


at line seven hundred and twenty-two in con- | 


formity with law: 
After the word 


*“clerks,”’ in line seven hundred and || 


| twenty-two, strike out the words “ thirty-four,” and insert | 


in lieu thereof the words “ twenty-eight ;”? so as to make 
the clause read: 


For salaries of superintendent, treasurer, assayer, melter, 


and refiner, coiner, and five clerks, (at the San Francisco | 


} mint,) $28,000. 


This amendment is to reduce the appropriation 


| so as to make it conformable to law. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. KELLY. I move to amend by striking 
out the word ‘* nineteen”’ 


| “*twenty-five;’’ so as to make the clause read: 


For salaries of officers and clerks, (in the New York assay 
| Office,) $25,000. 


in line seven hundred | 
| and thirty, and to insert in lieu thereof the words || 


E. 


Mr. LETCHER. The amendment is not in | Mr. CAMPBELL. I am instructed by the || hundred copies and started them out b 


| did not hear me. 


August 4 


—— 


” . VY & ve o} 
to Oregon. The vessel, with five hund; = 


red en, 
on board, was lost. Five hundred aie an 
Oregon Territory safely; and after that the Te 
ritorial Legislature directed him to print fr, 
hundred more, making the whole Number . 
livered one thousand copies. He had been «, 
tled with for the five hundred copies that 
there, and for the five hundred printed iy comn 
ance with the re-order of the Assembly he 
not been paid. We only ask that he may he yo: 
for the publishing of the one thousand eo, 
as directed. 

The question was taken; and Mr. 
amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. MATTESON. As we are approachiny 
debatable ground on this bill, 1 move that \, 


Arrived 


ples 


Lane's 


| committee do now rise. 


Mr. LANE. Iam satisfied that the cent] 
over the way do not understand me, or pe 


I ask for a division. 
The CHAIRMAN. We have passed from 


emen 
han, 
Taps 


| that business, and are now on a motion that j}p 
| committee rise. ; 


The question was taken; and there were, ong 
division—ayes 43, noes 78. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. LANE. Do I understand the Chair » 


decide that the vote was against the amendmen; 


| I offered ? 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did so decide. 
Mr. LANE. If gentlemen will allow me j 


| say one word, I am willing to take the vote with. 


|| out a division. 


I will state that there are several clerks in the | 


compensation for their services; and I under- | 


stand there is no other way of getting at the || 


matter of increasing their salaries than by in- | 


creasing this appropriation. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


I rise to a point of order. 


T understand that the gentleman from New York | 


proposes to increase the salaries of clerks by this 
amendment. 


formity with existing laws, and is based on esti- 
mates, 

Mr. KELLY. 
tion, whether the Secretary has not discretionary 
power to increase the salary of a clerk ? 


The CHAIRMAN. 


has undoubted power to employ clerks for the 


various stations for which the law authorizes him | 
| toemploy them; and he may select them from |; 


whatever body he chooses. 

Mr. KELLY. 

| amendment out of order? 

The CHAIRMAN, 

think that it is not in order, though he is a little 

| in doubt about it. 
| in favor of the point of order. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I desire to call the atten- 


The Chair supposes the | 
|| Seeretary has not, unless authorized by law. 


Mr. QUITMAN, I offer the following amend- | 


He | 


The Chair is inelined to | 


There is no authority of law for it. | 
This appropriation as it stands is in strict con- || 





Does the Chair decide my || 


The Chair will, however, rule || 


tion of the chairman of the Committee of Ways | 


and Means to a clause in this bill which I do not 
understand. 


It is the clause ‘* for incidental and |! 


contingent expenses, including wastage, in addi- | 


| tion to other available funds, $73,300.” 

| Mr.CAMPBELL. That clause is passed. 

| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair suggests to the 
| gentleman from Kentucky that his inquiry comes 
| too late, The Clerk will read on. 

| Mr. LANE. I offer an amendment, to come 
| in after line seven hundred and forty-one, and I 
| hope that gentlemen will not object to it. It is 
| as follows: 


That the accounting officers of the Treasury be author- 


| ized to adjust aud pay the accounts of Asahel Bush, ter- | 


ritorial printer for Oregon, out of any moneys heretofore 
appropriated for that purpose, for printing the laws of the 
Assembly. 

We ask no money. We simply ask that the 
| accounting officers be authorized to adjust and 


| pay. . ‘ ‘ 
Nir. LETCHER. [ should like to inquire why, | 
if this money has been heretofore appropriated, | 


ithas not been paid? 

Mr. LANE, We ask no appropriation for the 
payment of this territorial Pee ae He was 
authorized or directed by the Legislative Assem- 
bly to print one +.vusand copies of these acts for 





|| the use of the Territory. He went all the way 
‘, to New York to print the laws. 


He printed five 


Legislative Assembly, as authorized and directed by said | 





| 





The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman fron 


* a : : | Oregon offer an amendment ? 
| assay office of New York who receive very small || 


Mr. LANE. I withdraw the amendment, | 
will offer it at some other time. 

Mr. PHELPS. If these books have heey 
printed and distributed, they ought to be paid 
for. I ask the consent of the committee to offer 
the same amendment which was just voted dows, 

Objection was made. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I propose to amend th 


| amendment by providing that these accounts be 


adjusted and settled; and that the appropriation 


| heretofore made for that purpose be reappropr- 


u ’ |, ated, with the exception of one dollar. 
lask the Chair, for informa- || 


Mr. LETCHER. Ido not know that I under. 


| stand this matter, for I could not hear the genile- 
|} man from Oregon distinctly. 


I understoed him 

to say that this printer contracted to print one 

thousand copies of the laws of Oregon—- 
Mr. KELSEY. I rise to a point of order. | 


| submit that this is general legislation, and pot in 


order in a general appropriation bill. — 
The CHAIRMAN. he Chair will sustain 
the point of order made by the gentleman from 


|| New York, and decide the amendment to be out 
| of order. 


Mr. LANE. Thold in my hand an amen: 
ment prepared by the Comptroller of the Trea:- 


'ury; I offer it to come in line seven hundred ani 
| forty-one. It is as follows: 


That the Secretary of the Treasury cause to be paid out 
of the appropriation approved July 27th, 1854, by anact en- 
titled “An act making appropriations to defray the expens’s 
of the Cayuse war,’ to Benjamin F. Goodwin, three hun- 
dred and forty dollars, for eighty-five days’ services in pre- 
paring papers and copies, in Oregon, for the Treasury De- 


partment, resfecting said claims, as certified by Gover 
| Gaines. 


Mr. KELSEY. Irise to a point of order. | 
submit that that is substantially a private claim. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair, to maintain 
its consistency, will be compelled to rule the pout 
of order as well taken. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, under instructions of th’ 


| Committee of Ways and Means, moved to insert 


after the word ‘‘twenty,”’ in line seven hundred 
and forty-nine, the word ‘*six,’’ so that the item 
would read— 

For compensation and mileage of the members of the 
Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent & 
penses of the Assembly, twenty-six thousand dollars. — 

Mr. C. said: I desire in this connection to giv? 
a gentle hint to the Delegate from Minnesota T* r 
rjtory, that with a population of one hundred 


| fifty thousand or one hundred and sixty thousané, 


it is time that Territory should make applicat'° 
to come into the Union as u State, and pay its ow" 
expenses. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, under instructions of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, moved to inset 








Layp j 


vac} ne 


hat the 


Itlemen 


erhapg 


d from 
hat th 


re, Ona 


hair to 


ndment 


decide. 
7 Me to 


le With. 
un from 


ent, | 


to offer 


| down, 


nd the 
ints | 
riation 


proon. 
Prop 


sustain 
n from 


be out 


amend: 
Treas: 


“ed and 


paid ou 
nact en- 
‘xpenses 
ree hun- 
$ in pre- 
sury De- 


sovernor 


} 


m 
Ui 


ull, 


de r. [ 
aintain 


e poll 
I 


of the 
) insert 
undred 
1e stem 
3 of the 
rent ei- 
rs. 

to give 
ta Te t- 
ed and 
usand, 


ication 


ts owl 


of the 
) insert 


1856. 


ye seven hundred and fifty-five, under 
¢ «Territory of Minnesota,”’’ the following: 


in |i 


fo enable the Governor to employ an interpreter, or 


= ror, SOO. 
translator, 9 


The amendment was agreed to. 
\Ir. C., underinstructions of the Committee of 
il. “9 a 
Waysand Means, proposed the following amend- 
‘ ey come in after line seven hundred and 
fifty - yorht: 
For »roviding for fire-proof vaults for the security of the 
* ves of the Territory of New Mexico, $2,000, or so much 
onl us may be necessary. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WALBRIDGE moved that the commit- 


t rise. 


The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. ANDERSON. [offer the following amend- | 


nent: 

am compensation of Charles H. Mason, while acting 
Governor of the Territory of Washington, a sum equal to 
she ditferenee between the compensation allowed by law to 
tye Secretary of said Territory, and the salary of the Gov- 
enor and superintendent of Indian affairs of the same. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I raise the point of order 
‘hat the amendment provides for an increase of 
salary unauthorized by law, and is, therefore, 
not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustaing the 
point of order on the ground that the amend- 
ment provides for a private claim. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the committee 
do now rise. 

Mr. PHELPS. Let us get through with the 
bill; we can easily do it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. MATTESON. And I renew it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Broom and 
Cuarree were appointed, 

[he question was taken; and the motion was 
ar ed to. 


So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 


resumed the chair, Mr. Haven reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the state of 
the Union generally under consideration, and 
particularly the bill making appropriations for 
the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses 


of Government, for the year ending the 30th of | 
resolution | 


June, 1857, and had come to no 
thereon. 
EVENING SESSIONS. 
Mr. MATTESON. I move that the resolu- 
tion for evening sessions for general debate be 
extended to the end of this week. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I will agree to 
the extension of that resolution for this and to- 


morrow evening; but after that it may be neces- 


sary for us to have evening sessions for business. | 


Mr. MATTESON. 1 do not think it will be 
necessary to have evening sessions for business 
before next week. 

The SPEAKER. The question will be, then, 
on extending the resolution for evening sessions 
for three nights of this week. 

Mr. MATTESON. Very well. 

om question was put; and the motjon was 
agreed to. 


PARDON OF DRAYTON AND SAYRES. 
Mr. H. MARSHALL offered the following res- 


olution; which was read, considered, and agreed 
to; 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested, if, in his opinion, not inconsistent with the pub- 
lic interest, to transmit to this House copies of all letters and 
Papers in hts possession, or on file in the Secretary of State’s 
ollice, connected with or upon which the pardons or remis- 
‘os OF the imprisoument of Daniel Drayton and Edward 
Sayres, in August, 1852, were founded, together with copies 
of said pardons or remissions. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules be 
Suspended in order that the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar may be 
lischarged from the further consideration of a 
private bill. The Clerk will enter the motion; and 
[ move, then, that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr, COBB, of Georgia. I hope the gentleman 
will withdraw the motion to adjourn, and let us 
£9 Into committee to take a recess until seven 
o'clock this evening. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I withdraw the motion to 
adjourn for that purpose. 


Mr. COBB. 


I move that the rules be sus- | 
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nder head pended, and the House resolve itself into the | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
with a view of taking a recess for an evening 
session. 

STATIONERY FOR MEMBERS. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Llinois. I hope the gentle- 
man will withdraw his motion in order to let 
me offer a resolution to which no gentleman will 
object. It isin reference to Stationery for mem- 


| bers,a great many of whom have exhausted their 


ae 
he resolution is in these words: 


Resolved, That the allowance to each member of the 
House for stationery, and other articles charged to them by 
the Postmaster, be limited to sixty dollars for the long ses- 
sion, and twenty-five dollars for the short session, of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I object. 

’ } 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Linsiston my motion, 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. HARRIS. I ask the gentleman to with- 
draw his motion, that | may move to suspend the 
rules to enable me to offer my resolution. 

Mr. COBB. — If I withdraw now, there will be 


| a dozen other applications to suspend the rules, 


and, as I have the floor now, I must adhere to my 
motion. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 


before the House a communication from the Pres- 
ident of the United States, transmitting the report 
of Major William H. Emery, United States com- 
missioner to survey the boundary between the 
United States and the Republic of Mexico, accom- 
panied by a letter from the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that extra copies of 
that report be printed. 

The motion to print extra copies was referred, 
under the rules of the House, to the Committee 
on Printing. 


COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 


Mr. Coss’s motion was then agreéd to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Kune in the chair.) 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
naval appropriation bill be taken up temporarily. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. Iow move that the com- 
mittee take a recess until seven o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to; and the committee 
accordingly (at half past four o’clock) took a re- 
cess until seven o’clock, p. m. 


EVENING SESSION. 

The committee resumed its session at seven 
o’clock, p. m., (Mr. Kunket in the chair,) the 
naval appropriation bill being nominally under | 
consideration. 

Mr. CULLEN, rising to a personal explana- 
tion, read from the Savannah Republican a report 
of a speech recently made in Georgia by Mr. 
Howe ut Coss,in which his(Mr.Cutren’s) name 
was mentioned in connection with the presiden- 
tial election, and asked the gamtleman from Geor- | 
gia if the report was a correct one? 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, briefly recapitulated 
what he did say on the occasion referred to, and 
pointed out some errors in the report. He ex- 
plained that he had said that, in the event the 
presidential election should come into the House 
of Representatives, in certain cgntingencies the 
result might depend on the vote of Delaware, and 
that he was not willing to place that power in the 
hands of a single Representative from that State 
for reasons which he had then given. 

Mr. CULLEN replied that the gentleman had 
no right to anticipate what would be his (Mr. 
CuLLen’s) course, or whether he would or would 
not vote for Mr. Buchanan. He came here as a 
National American, and not to support the Dem- 
ocratic party. If the presidential election should 
come into the House of Representatives—as he 
hoped it would not—he should do his duty. He 
should vote for Mr. Fillmore first and last, and 


should not vote either for Mr. Buchanan or for | 
| 


Mr. Frémont. 


E. « 


| Murray, Nichols, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, 
| Pelton, Pettit, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Reade, Ricaud, 


i919 
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Mr. COBB responded briefly. 

Mr. BROOM then addressed the committee in 
favor of American principles, and more parucu- 
larly in reply to remarks made during the contest 
for the Speakership by his colleague [Mr. Cap- 
WALADER] :n reference to the Kensington riots of 
1844. 

Mr. MORGAN nextaddressed the committee, 
and was followed by 

Mr. ELLIOTT, who spoke upon the presi- 
dential question, and the general politics of the 
country. ° 

Mr. PURVIANCE spoke upon the subject of 
slavery generally, and reviewed the position of 
the various candidates for the Presidency now 
before the country. [These speeches will be pub- 
lished iv the Appendix.) 

Mr. MATTESON obtained 

ielded it to 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, who moved that the 
eommittee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 


2 
the floor, but 


The committee accordingly rose; when, the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Kunken 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had had the state of the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly 
a bill making appropriations for the support of 
the Navy for the year ending June 30, 1857, and 
had come to no resolution thereon. 

And then, on motion of Mr. MATTESON, 
(at half past ten o’clock, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, August 5, 1856. 
The House met at eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danie, Watpo. 
The SPEAKER. There being no quorum 
present, the Chair asks unanimous consent that 


the Journal may be read. 


CALL OF THE 
Mr. LETCHER. 


of the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Clerk accordingly called the roll of the 
House; when the following named members failed 
to answer to their names: 


HOUSE. 
I move that there be a call 


Messrs. Ball, Barksdale, Bell, Bingham, Bishop, Bowie, 
Branch, Brooks, Caruthers, Childs, Bayard Clarke, Cling 
man, Covode, Cragin, Craige, Cullen, De Witt, Dickson, 
Dowdell, Edie, Edwards, Elliott, Evans, Flagler, Florence, 
Henry M. Fuller, Gilbert, Augustus Hall, Robert B. Hall, 
Harrison, Hoffman, Thomas R. Horton, Kidwell, King, 
Knox, Kunkel, Lindley, Lumpkin, Mace, Alexander kK. 
Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, McQlueen, Millson, Moore, 
Paine, 


Roberts, Sabin, Savag@g Scott, Shorter, William Smith, 
Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, Valk, Wakeman, Cadwalader 
C. Washburne, Watkins, Welch, Wells, Wheeler, Whit- 
ney, and Daniel B. Wright. 


Mr. McMULLIN. How many members have 


/ answered to their names? 


The SPEAKER. One hundred and fifty-five. 

Mr. McMULLIN. [then move that all further 
proceedings in the call be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Journal of yesterday was then read and 
approved. 

The SPEAKER stated that reports were in 
order from the Committee for the District of Co- 
Hgpirbies business relating to the District having 
yeen made the special order for this day. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House papers from the Treasury De- 
partment submitting additional estimates for the 


erection of a marine hospital at New Orleans. 


Also, a communication from the same Depart- 


| ment, submitting copies of papers in relation to 


the purchase of ground for the use of the Boston 
custom-house; which several communeations 
were referred to the Committee of Ways and 


| Means, and ordered to be printed. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; when the Speaker signed the 


same: 


And act (S. No. 53) for the improvement of 
the navigution of the Patapsco river and to render 
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the port of Baltimoreaccessible to the war steamers | 


of the United States; : 
An act (3. No. 117) to amend an act, entitled 
«* Ay act to establish a court for the investigation 


of clauns against the United States,’’ approved | 


February 24, 1355; ; 

An act (3. No. 170) for the relief of Richard 
Albritton; 

An act (S. No. 193) to confirm Joseph Wan- 
derstrand in his title to certain lands; 

An act (8S. No. 197) for the relief of Randall 
D. Livingsten; 

An act (S. No. 198) for the relief of Cephise 
Piseros, widow of Louis Labranche, of the parish 
of St. Charles, and State of Louisiana; 

An act (S. No. 213) for the relief of Mrs. M. 
E. McKnighg, widow of Francis M. McKnight; 
and 

— act (S. No. 376) for the relief of Joseph 
Hill. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Aspuny Dicksns, their Secretary, informing the 
House that that body had passed bills of the 
Senate of the following titles: 


An act (No. 5) to provide for continuing the | 


improvement of the Mississippi river; 

An act (No. 66) for continuing certain public 
works in the State of Massachusetts; 

Aun act (No. 71) to continue the improvement 
of the Rock river rapids in the upper Mississippi; 

An act (No. 96) for continuing the improve- 
ment of the harbor of New Castle; 

An act (No. 116) making an Se for 
continuing the improvement of the harbor of Ene; 

An act (No. 148) to continue the improvement 
of the Tennessee river; 

An act (No. 426) for the relief of Thomas 
Crown; in which he was directed to ask the con- 
currence of the House. 

Aiso, that the Senate had passed a bill (H. R. 
No. 73) io provide for carrying into effect the first 
article of the treaty between the United States and 
her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, of the 15th day of 
June, 1856. 

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE. 


Mr. BARCLAY, by unanimous consent, re- 

orted, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, a bill for the relief of George Chor- 
penning, Jr.; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. MEACHAM. This dey has been assigned | 


by the order of the House for the consideration 
of business relating to the District of Columbia, 
and I desire in the first place to report from the 
Committee for the District 6f Columbia a bill 

Mr. DICK. Lask the consent of the gentle- 
man from Vermont to reporta bill from the Com- 
mittee for the District ef Columbia. 

Mr. MEACHAM. I will yield for that pur- 
pose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. By an order of the House, the 
appropriation bills are the special orders for this 
day; and the pt I present is, that the subse- 
quent order of the House in regard to District 
business, does not override the former order of 
the House making the appropriation bills the 
special order for each day until disposed of. 

1 will state that [ desire that the chairman®0f 
the Committee for the District of Columbia shall 
consent to a postponement of his business until 
Saturday next, in order thgt we may send the 
appropriation bills to the Senate with a view to 
have them under consideration there as soon as 

ossible. 1 am perfectly willing that Saturday 

devoted exclusively to the adem of the 
District of Columbia. | insist that the previous 
order of the House, making the appropriation 
bills the special order for each day, be executed. 

The SPEAKER. The appropriation bills are, 
by the order of the House, the special order in 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; but this day has been set apart by the 
House, by special order, for the consideration of 
business relating to the District of Columbia. It 
will be in order for the gentleman from Ohio to 
move that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and the louse can act upon that motion. 





| 





Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish the House to 
understand distinctly that I do not wish to em- 
barrass the business relating to the District of 
Columbia. [only ask that the chairman will con- 


| until Saturday, and fix that day for that business; 


appropriation bills and send them to the Senate. 
That course will expedite the public business. I 
move, therefore, that the rules be suspended, and 
that the House resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MEACHAM. I have yielded the floor 
only for the point of order. 


order, it can override it on Saturday as well as 
to-day. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will give to the gentle- 
man my pledge, that [ will not ask the consider- 
ation of the appropriation bills on Saturday. 

Mr. GOODE. would inquire of the gentle- 
man from Ohio whether Soideen would not suit 
his convenience as well as Saturday? My own 
opinion is that the House should go on with the 
business fixed for to-day. This is the only day 
of the session appropriated to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, whereas every day of 
the session is a special order for the appropriauion 
bills. I repeat, therefore, that the business ought 
to go on to-day 
| Mr. MEACHAM. If the gentleman from 
| Ohio will agree to fix Friday, I will yield for that 

surpose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If the chairman of the 
Comn:ittee for the District of Columbia will agree 

| to confine the business to Friday, and not to run 
| into the following day, I have no objection. 

| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ver- 
mont then moves that the further consideration 
of the business of the District of Columbia be 
assigned for Friday next, and that that day be 
specially set apart for that purpose. 

Mr. MEACHAM. With the general under- 
standing of the House that that day be set 
apart. 

Mr. WALKER. [hope the gentleman from 
Vermont will withdraw that motion. Friday is 
known tu be allotted to the Private Calendar, 
and I think it wrong to pass over this business, 
which is made the subject of special consideration 
| to-day, and fix Friday for it, thus interfering 

with private business. I shall vote against it. 

Mr. MEACHAM. , We have got this day as- 
signed to us, and asa farge portion of the business 
can be done very promptly in the House, with- 
out going into committee, | propose to divide it, 
and transact to-day what business can be done in 
the House; and then I will yield to the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman from 
Vermont withdraws his motion to postpone. Re- 
ports are in order relating to the District of Co- 
lata, 








| 

| Mr. DICK, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill to authorize the 
extension, construction, and use of the Metropol- 
itan Railroad Company into and within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 


ALEXANDRIA CANAL COMPANY. 


Mr. GOODE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to enlarge the rights and privileges 
of the Alexandria Canal Company, and to give 
the assent of the United States to the provisions 
of an act of Agsembly of Virginia, passed March 
18, 1856, entitled ‘*An act to amend the charterof 
the Alexandria Canal Company ;’’ which was 
read a first and second time. 

The provisions of the bill are in reference to 
water rights and other privileges of the Alex- 
andria Canal Company. 

Mr, GOODE moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation 
the bill was engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. GOODE moved the previous question on 
the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, and under its operation 
the bill was passed. 


sent to the postponement of its consideration | 


and in the mean time that we shall consider the | 


If the order of the | 
House, making the appropriation bills the spe- || 
cial order for each day, will override this special || 
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Mr. GOODE moved to reconsider the vot 
which the bill was passed, and also moved oie 

, the motion to reconsider on the table; whic] "Y 
ter motion was agreed to. _— 


EDUCATION IN THE DISTRICT OF coLy 


MB 

Mr. MEACHAM. I move to have taken _ 
the Speaker’s table Senate bill No. 34] for - e 
sideration at this time. > 
The motion was agreed to; and an act (8, xy, 

| 341) to provide for the public instruction of yo,.; 
in primary schools throughout the county , 
| Washington, in the District of Columbia, with, 
the limits of the cities of Washington and Geo, 
town, was taken from the Speaker’s table. . 
read a first and second time. o 

The question being on ordering the bill to | 
| engrossed and read a third time, 
Ir. MEACHAM moved the 
tion. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill, but 
interrupted by 

Mr. MORGAN, who said: I wish to call th, 
attention of the House to the fact, that this jy 
merely a bill to authorize the inhabitants of th. 
District to organize school districts, and to tay 
themselves for the support of their school systep, 
The bill is a long one, and I hope the read, 
will not be insisted on. : 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If gentlemen ap 
tired of hearing that bill read, I will move th 
it be referred to the Committee for the District 9 
‘Columbia. This is the first time this bill has 
| ever been before the House. It ts an importan: 
bill. Its provisions may be all right, but I sub. 
mit that it is not safe legislation to take up a bil 
of this length and importance, and without read. 
ing to pass it, when not one member in the 
House ui.derstands anything of its provisions, 
with the exception of the members of the Con- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MEACHAM. Is debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 

The reading of the bill was then resumed anj 
concluded. 

Mr. JONES. 
the bill? 

The SPEAKER. _Itis not, the previous ques. 
tion having been called. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think this is a good bill, 
with the exception of the twentieth section, and 
particularly the last clause of the section, which 
makes the trustees inquisitors into the circum 
| Stances and property of the different families in 
| the districts. 

The twentieth section is as follows: 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That the trustees of 
any primary school district in said county shall be, and they 
are hereby, authorized in their discretion to require from 
| any child attending school the payment of any sum of money 
not exceeding one dollar a month, to be applied to the pay- 
ment of the expenses of said district school; and in the 
exercise of this power the trustees aforesaid may, from 
| time to time, discontinue the payment thereof altogether, 
| Or may graduate the payments according to the ability o 
| the children and the exigencies of the school. 


| Mr. MEACHAM. | insist upon the demant 
for the previous question. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, asked for tellers. 
| ‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Barsorr 
| and Bowie were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re 
ported—ayes 100, noes 25. 
| So the previous question was seconded. 
{ 


’ 
of 

' 
ut 


and 


previous ques. 


Wag 


Is it in order to move to commit 





The main question was then ordered to be put. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third ume; 
and it was accordingly read the third time. _ 
| Mr. MEACHAM. I call for the previous 
| question on the passage of the bill. 
| The previous question was seconded; and the 
| main question was ordered to be put. 
| Mr. MEACHAM. 

passage of the bill. 

"Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Car, of 
Connecticut, and WinsLow, were a pointed. 
| The question was taken; and the tellers tr 
| ported—ayes 95, noes 25. 
_ So the bill was passed. 


I call for tellers on the 


Mr. MEACHAM moved to reconsider the vor 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 


lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
| "The latter motion was agreed to. 
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. Mr. MEACHAM, from the Committee af 
he Distriet of Columbia, reported back a )! 


